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PREFACE. 



The history of thia little book may be given in a few 

' words. Soon after the pablication of my father's 

' Memoir, tbe design was formed of preparing a small 

I volume of selections from his remembered conversa- 

[ tions, addresses at private meetiDg-s, bible classes, 

. As the materials wbicta could be collected in 

s way proved entirely insaSicient, it was thought 

9t to complete the work as nearly as possible in 

«:onformity with the origiDal desigD, by making 

extracts from his unpublished discourses ; and this 

has accordingly been done. In regard to those 

portions which were written from memory, it is not 

presumed thai tbe precise language employed has, 

in any instance, been preserved. There has been 

au endeavour to secure variety in the selections, 

which are arranged with reference to the progress 

of a mind, from impenitence and unbelief, through 

the dilTerent stages of conviction, to Ca.\\.^ wni cq\i- 



iv PREFACE. 

firmed hope. None of the extracts have before 
appeared in print. They are given to the public in 
the earnest hope, that they may be instrumental in 
accomplishing the wish so often expressed by their 
author, that he might * be permitted to do good with 
his pen, when his tongue should be silent in death.' 

L. S. P. 
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GOD. 



. How mnoh this title implies, no tongae, hamaa or 
angelic, oan ever express ; no mind conceive. It is 
lame of an iofinite number of leaves, and every 
leaf full of nieanin^. It will be read by saints and 
angels throug;b the ages of eternity, but they will 
never reach the last leaf, nor fully comprebend the 
meaning of a single page. 

Look back to tbe time when God existed inde- 
- pendent and alone; when there was nothing but 
God; no heavens, no earth, no angels, no men. 
How wretched should we, how wretched wonid any 

lure be, in such a situation. But Jehovah was 
then infinitely happy — bappy beyond all possibility 

icrease. He is an .overflowing fountain, a bot- 
tomless and shoreless ocean, of being, perfeution, and 
happiness; and when this infinite ocean overllows, 
suns and worlds, angelsand men, start intoeKislence. 



I would ask yon to pause and coDfemplate for a 
moment, tliis wonderful being. Butwberc shall we 
stand to take a TJew of him 1 When we wish to ton- 
teraplato the ocean, we take our stand upon its 
shore. Bat this infinite ocean of being and perfec- 
tion has no shore. There is no place where we can 
stand to look at him ; for he is in us, aronnd ns, above 
us, below n:i. Yet in another sense, there is no place 
where we may not look at him, for he is every where. 
We see nothing which he has not made ; no motion 
which he does not cause ; for he is all, and in all. 



and above all, God over : 
he himself cannot tell i 
minds cannot take it in. 



I, blessed for ever. Even 
fully what he is, for our 
He can only say 



Try for a moment to conceive of a Being withoi 
a beginning ; a Being who does not become older 
ages roll away. Fly back in imagination, miilioDS 
of millions of millions of years, till reason is con- 
founded, and fancy wearied in the flight. God then 
existed ; and, what may at first appear paradoxical, 
he had then existed as long as he has now 
would then be no nearer the beginning of his 
ence than you are now ; fur it has no beginning, 
you cannot approach to that which does not exisf. 
Nor will his being ever come to an end. Add toge- 
ther ages of agesi multiply them by the leaves on 
the trees, the sand on the sea-shore, and the dust of 
the earth, still yon will be no nearer the termination 
of Jehovah's existence, than when you first began 
yonr oolonlatioD. And let oi remember that the 
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duration of hia existence ia the only n 

As it respects futurity, ive are all aa immartal 
as Jehovah himself. 



In the words. " God ia love," we have a perfect 
portrait of the eternal and incomprehensible Jehoiali, 
drawn by hia own unerring hand. The mode of ex- 
pression here adopted difl'era materially from thai 
usoall; employed by the inspired writers, in apeak- 
ing Df llie divine perfections. They saj, God ia 
merclfnl, God is jast, God is holy; hat never do 
they say, God is mercy, God is jastice, God is holi- 
In this instance, on the contrary, the apostJe, 
instead of aaying, God is loving, or good, or kind, 
says, God is love, love itself. By this expreasion 
understand that God is all pure, unmixed 
love, and that the other mora] perfections of bis 
character are only ao many modifications of this love. 
Tbus his justice, bis mercy, his truth, his faithful- 
ness, are but so many different names of his love, or 
goodness. As the light which proceeds from tbesan 
may easily be separated into many different colours, 
BO the holy love of God, which is the light and glory 
of his nature, may be separated into a variety of 
moral altribates and perfections. But though aepa- 
raled, they are alill love. His wljole nature and 
love; his will, hia works, and his word 
lovei hei« nothing, can do notJiing but love. 



Often when the cbnrch tbinka itself in the most 
imminent danger, when its friends are rendy to cry 
out in despali', ' All these things are against us, onr 
destruction is inevitable ; ' angels are lost in wonder in 
view of the means which divine wisdom is, even 
then, employing to effect its deliverance and turn its 
despondeney into triumph. For some thousands of 
years they have been contemplating this spectacle; 
their knowledge and their admiration of God's wis- 
dom have been continually increasing, and yet every 
day they learn something new; every day they see 
new proofs that Jehovah is indeed the all-wise God ; 
that his resources are inexbanstible, that he can 
never be at a loss, and that he can effect the same 
object in numberless different ways ; and by the use 
of the most improbable means. 



We were created and redeemed for the sole pur- 
pose of praising and glorifying onr Creator; and if 
we refuse or neglect to do this, we transgress the 
great law of creation, frustrate the end of existence, 
leave unperformed the work for which we were 
made, and do oil in our power to prove that we were 
created in vain, and to cause God to repent of hav- 
ing made us. Should the sun refuse to shine, should 
the showers refuse to descend, should the earth 
refuse to bring forth food, or should trees in a fruitoJ] 
ful soil coDtiiiue barren, would you not say that ttl 
was contrary to nature, and to the design o 
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creatioQ ; aad that since they no longer fulGlIed this 
design, they might properly be reduced to Dothiog 
□ ? And do you not see tbat wliile you refase 
to praiae God, yonr conduct is equally unnatural, 
and that you may justly be made the monnmeDts of 
lis everlasting displeasure? What would only be 
mnataral in inanimate creatures, is the beight of 
folly and wickedness tii us ; because we are capable 
of knowing our duty, and are under innumerable 
obligations to practise it. Let tlie sun then refuse to 
e, the showers to descend, and the eartb to be 
fruitful; but let not rational creatures refuse to 
ae their Creator, since it is the purpose for 
which they were created. 



HOW CAN CREATURES GLORIFY GOD! 

If it be asked how creatures so feeble and ungrate- 
rul as we are, can glorify God, I answer, by conduct- 
ing themselves in snoh a manoer as naturally tends lo 
make him appear glorious, amiable, and excelleot in 
'iew of his creatures. Ason,foriDstaDce, honours 
liis parents, when he evidently loves, reverences, 
eonlides in, and obeys theoi; because such conduct 
tends to make those who know him think favourably 
of bis parents. A subject honours his sovereign 
when he cheerfully submits to his authority, and 
appears lo be contented and happy in his govern- 
ment ; because this tends to give others a favour- 
able opinion of his sovereign. So men honour and 
g^lorify God, when they show by their conduct that 
they consider him the most perfect and be^t of 
beings, and love, reverence and confide in him as 
.ffucb ; for theae things naturally tend to excite a high 



REVERENCB FOR OOD. 

the miDds of their felloi 



With what proround veneration does it become us 
to enter the presence, and to receive the favors of the 
awful majesty of heaven and earth ; and how ought 
we to dread grieving or oBending goodness so great, 
so glorious, so venerable ! To illnstrate this remark, 
suppose that the sun, whose brightness, even at this 
distance, jou cannot gaze upon without shrinking, 
were an animated, intelligent body ; and that wiih h 
design to do you good, he should leave his place in 
the heavens and gradually approach jou. As it 
drew more and more near, its apparent magnitnde 
and efi'ulgence would ever; moment increase ; it 
would occupy a larger and larger portion of the 
visible heavens, until at length all other objects 
would he lost, and yourselves swallowed up in one 
insufferably dazzling, overpowering flood of light. 
Would JOU not in snch circumstances feel the 
strongest emotions of awe, of something like fear? 
Would a knowledge that the glorious luminary was 
approaching with a benevolent design for your good, 
banish these emotions ? What then ought to be the 
feelings of a sinful worm of the dust, when the 
Father of lights, the eternal Sun of the universe, who 
dwells in the high and holy place, and in the con- 
trite heart, stoops from his awful throne to visit him. 
to smile upon him, to pardon him, to purify him from 
his moral defilement, to adopt bim as a child, to make 
him an heir of heaven, to take possession of his heart 
as his earthly habitation ! 
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We oaght to love God because be bas given us Ihe 
IHtwer to love. He might have formed us gloomy, 
rose, misaDtbropic beings, destitute of all tbe 
social affeutions ; without the power of loving any 
object; and strangera to the happinesii of being be- 
loved. Sbould God withdraw into himself, not only 
all the amiable qualities which excite love, but the very 
power of loving would vanish from the world, and 
e should not only, like the evil spirits, become per- 
fectly hateful, but should, like them, hateonc another. 

Every object which can be presented to us bas a 
claim on onr aOectiotis corresponding to its character. 
If any object be admirable, it possesses a natural and 
inherent claioi to our admiration ; if it be venerable, 
it has a c'.aini to our reverence ; if it be terrible, it 
demands o«r fear ; if it be beautiful and amiable, 
it claims and deserves our love. But God is perfectly 
and infinitely lovely; nay, he is excellence and love- 
tiness itself. If you doubt this, ask those who can 
tell you. Ask Christ, who is in the bosom of the 
Father, and he vill tell you that God is inflnitely 
lovely. Ask the h«ly angels, who dwell in his imme- 
diate presence, and they will tell you that he is 
lovely beyond all that even angetic minds can con- 
ceive. Ask good men in all ages, and they will 
lament thai they cannot tell you how amiable and 
excellent Jihovah is. Ask every thing beautiful and 
amiable in the universe, and it will tell you that all 
its beauty it but a faint reflection of his. If all this 
does not satsfy you, ask the spirits of disobedience ; 
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and tbey, though filled with malice and rage against 
him, will tellyou, if you can constrain them to speak, 
that the Being they hate is loyely, nnd that it con- 
stitutes the essence of their misery that they can find 
no blemish in his character. But if God be thus 
infinitely lovely, we are under infinite obligations 
to love him ; obligations from which he hiuiaelf cannot 
release us, bat by altering his character, and ceasinB" 
to be lovely. 

THE FOLLY OF PREFEftRING CREATDRES TO I 

Would yon not consider a person foolish and ab* J 
surd, who should extravagantly love and prize a drop | 
of stagnant water, and yet view the ocean with it 
difference or disgust? Or who should constantly 1 
grovel in the dust to admire a shining grain rS sandj 
yet neglect to admire the sun which caised it to 
shine? Of what folly and absurdity then are we 
guilty, when we lovetbe imperfectly amiable qualities 
of our fellow worms, or admire the publiraity and 
beauty of the works of nature, and jft feel no lovo _ 
to him to wbom they are indebted for all ; bim whose ( 
glory gilds the heavens, and fron whom angels 4 
derive every thing that can excite admiration or lo?ai i 

GOD THB ONLY SOURCE OF EXCELLEN'CE. 

God only, the Father of lights, from whom cometh i 
dowQ every good and perfect gift, makes gnc creature '1 
to differ from another. They are wise only by h 
wisdom, strong in his strength, and good u his good- j 
lore entirely the author of every thing j 
good in heaven and on earth, than thi sun 



author of that image of himself which is seen Id b 
roT. When creatures acknowledge this, and 
ascribe all the excellences they poHseas to him alone, 
tfaey then, in the language of Scripture, bring forth 
fruit. Dot to themselves, but to his glory. 

God is the source of every thing excellent or 
praiseworthy in the intellectual world. To him 
angels and men are alike indebted for all their 
faculties. Reason, memory, wit, prudence, inven- 
n and imagination, are only his gifts. The states- 
in, the warrior, the mathematician, the poet, the 
itor, the historian, the astronomer, the painter, and 
< sculptor, all were formed, instructed and directed 
by him. By his assistance, all the great enterprizes, 
splendid achievements and admirable works which 
e world ever saw, were performed. It is he, says 
David, who teaches my hands lo war, and my fingers 
to Ught. It was he who guided Columbus to the 
discovery of this new world. It was he who inspired 
our fathers with wisdom and courage to cross the 
ocean and settle in this wilderness. It was he who 
qnalilied our revered Washington for the great work 
of delivering his country, and assisted him in its 
accomplishment. And while we admire the gifts 
of God in men, shall we not admire the Giver! 
While we admire the achievements, enterprizes and 
works of men, shall we nut admire him who enabled 
men to perform them? Shall we rest in streams, and 
admire them only, without praising the fountain? 
Surely this were highly unreasonable. 



Sappose that the members of our bodies, iostead ' 
of being controlled by the will of the liead, had each 
a separate, independeot wilt nf its own ; would they 
not in this case became asetess and even mischievous ? 
Something like this yon are sensibie occasionally 
takes place. !□ certain diaeaseH, the members seem 
to escape from tlie control of the will, and act as if 
they were governed by a separate will of their own. 
When this is the case, terrible consequences often 
ensue. The teeth shut suddenly and violently, and 
lacerate the tongue; the elevated hands beat the 
face and other parts of the body ; the feet refuse to 
support it ; and it rolls in the dust, a melancholy and 
fri|[htful spectacle. Such effects we call convnl- 
sions. There are convulsions in the moral as well 
as in the natural world, and they take place when 
the will of man refuses to be controlled by the will 
of God. Did all men submit cordially to his will, 
they would live together in love and harmony, and 
like the members of a healthy body, would all pro- 
mote each other's welfare and that of the whole sys- 
tem. But they bate refused to obey his will, and 
have set up their own wills in opposition to it ; and 
what has been the consequence ? Convulsions, moat 
terrible convulsions, which have in ten thousand 
thousand instances, led one member of this great 
body to injure another i and not only disturbed but 
almost destroyed the peace of sociely. What are 
wars, insurrections, revolutions ? what are robberies, 
piracies, murders, bat convulsions in the moral 
world ? convulsions which would never have occurred 
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had Dot tbe will of Ban tcfused to submit to the will 
of God. And ncTct will thcst convalstoiia cease, 
never will auiTctsal loie, and peace, and happiness 
prevail, until tlie rebellioas will of man shall agnin 
snbinit to the controlling will of God, and his will 
shall be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

If all mankind coald be persuaded to sbj, Not as 
I will but as thou will, as sincerely as Christ said it. 
sin would that moment cease to exist in the world. 
God and meo would be perfectly recoDciled, and 
his will would be done ou earth as it is io heaven. 
Yes, lei eTcry humau being only say to God with his 
whole heart. Not my will bat Ihiue be done, and 
holiness and bappjoess would instantly fill the world ; 
men would be embodied angels, and earth would 
become a sublunary heaven. 

T look np to heaven, and there see the blessed and 
only Potentate, the creator and upholder of all 
things, Ihc infioile and eternal sovereign of the uni- 
verse, governing his vast kingdom with uncontrolla- 
ble power, in a manner perfectly wise, and holy, and 
jast, and good. In this being 1 see my creator, my 
preserver, my unwearied beoefaclor, to whom 1 am 
indebted for every thing which I possess. And what 
does (his being see, what has he seen in me! He 
sees a frail worm of the dust, who is of yesterday and 
knows nothing, who cannot take a single step with- 
out making mistakes, who Is wholly incompetent to 
goide himself, and who, by bis own folly, is self- 
destroyed. He has seen this frail, blind, erring 
worm, presumptuously dnring to criticise and oeu- 
sare bis proceedings, to interfere in bis government 
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of the UDiverse, and to set op hia own perverse will 
against tlie will of his creator, his sovereign, and hia 
God ; bis own ignorHDce agaioat divine omniscience, 
and his own folly against infinite wisdom. This be 
has seen in me, and thia he has seen in you; and 
who that believes that God has seen this in him, can 
avoid feeling overwhelmed with sorrow, and shame, 
and remorse ! We may say what we please of the 
difficulty of repenting, but it would seem a thou- 
sand-fold mote difficult to refrain from repenting, 
after having been guilty of conduct like this. O 
then, come and perform this easy, this most reason* 
able doty. Come, aod repent before God, of yoni 
disobedience and opposition to his will ; receiva 
tlirough Christ a free and gracious pardon ; and the&< 
learn of him who was meek and lowly in heart, to' 
say. Father, not my will, but thine be done. 

Should an angel, who linew nothing of our char- 
acters, but who had heard of the blessings which 
God has bestowed on as, visit this world, would he 
not expect to find every part of it resounding with 
the praises of God and his love? Would he not 
expect to hear old and young, parents and children, 
all blessing God for the glad tidings of the gospel, 
and crying, Hosanna to the Son of David? How 
then would be be grieved and disappointed! How 
astonished to End that being whom he had ever heard 
praised in tbe most rapturous sltains by all the bright 
armies of heaven, slighted, disobeyed, and dishon- 
oared, by his creatures on earth ! Would you not 
be ashamed, would you not blush to look such i 
visitor in the face 1 To tell him how little you have! 
done for God j — to tell him that you ar 
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servanls? O, then, let us strive to wipe awa; this 
foal stain, this dingrace to our race aod onr world. 
Let not this world be the only place, except bell, 
where God is not praised. Let ds not be tbe only 
creatures, escept devils, wbo refuse to praise him. 



ALL MEN THE SUBJECTS OF CHHIST. 

Tbe sDbjecIa of Christ's mediatorial kingdom are 
divided into two grand classes, those who are obedi- 
ent, and those who are rehellions. The former class 
is composed of good men and angels, tbe latter of 
wicked men and devils- Tbe former serve Cbrist 
willingly and cheerfully. He rules them with the 
golden sceptre of love ; bis law is written in their 
hearts ; they esteem his yoke easy and his harden 
light, and habitually execute bis will. All the 
bright armies of heaven, angels and archangels, who 
excel in strength, are his servants ; and go forth at 
bis command, as messengers of love, to minister to 
the heirs of salvation, or as messengers of wrath to 
execute vengeance on his enemies. Nor are his 
obedient subjects to be found only in heaven. In 
this world, also, the standard of the cross, the banner 
of his love, is erected, and thonsands and mlllioas 
who were once his enemies, have been brought 
willing captives to his feet; have joyfully acknow- 
ledged him as their Master and Lord, and sworn 
allegiance to him as the author of tbeir salvation. 
Nor is his authority less absolute over the second 
class of his subjects, who still persist in their rebel- 
lion. In vain do they say. We will not have this 
man to reign over us. He rules them with a rod of 
I iriHi( causes even their wrath to praise him, and 



makes them the involnntary inatrnments of carrying 
on his great designs. He boldx all the infernal spi- 
rits in a chain, governs the conquerors, monarclis, 
and great ones of the earth, and in all things wherein 
they deal proudly, he is still above them. In one or 
the other of these ways, all must serve Christ. Is il 
not better to serve him willingly, and be rewarded ; 
than to serve him reluctantly and be destroyed 



-NESS e 



UNBELIEF, 



i 



The reason why persons who appear to be in some 
measure convinced of sin, so often lose their convic- 
tions ; and why so many profe.'^sors of religion fall 
away and disgrace their profession, is because the 
work of conviction was never thoroughly undergone : 
because they were never convinced of unbelief. Tbey 
saw, perhaps, that they were sinners. Tbey fell 
convinced of many sins in their tempera and conduct : 
they in some measure corrected and laid aside these 
Bins: then their consciences ceased to reproach them. 
and they nattered themselves that tliey had become 
new creatures. But meanwhile they knew nothing 
of the great sin of unbelief, and therefore never con- 
fessed, repented of, or forsook it, until it proved 
their destruction. They were like a man who should 
go to a physician to be healed of some slight exter- 
nal wound, while he knew nothing of a. deep-roottd 
disease which was preying upon his vitals. Profess- 
ors, try yourselves by these remarks. Look back to 
the time when you imagined yourselves to be con- 
vinced of sin, and say whether yoo were then con- 
vinced, or whether you have at any time since been 
convinced, of the exceeding sinfulness of unbelief. 



If not, there is great reason to fear that jou are 
deceived, that you have miataken the form for the 
power of godlineas. 

It is God's invariable method to bumble before he 
exalts; to shew as our diseases before be heals 
tbemj to convince us that we are sinners, before he 
pronounces our pardon. When, therefore, the spirit 
of all grace and consolation comes to comfort and 
Banctify a sinner, be begins by acting the part of a 
reprover, and thus convincing him of sin. The sin 
of whicb he more partioalarly aims to convince him 
is nnbelief. He shall reprove the world of sin, says 
our Saviour. Why ! Because they are murderers, 
thieves, or adulterers ? No. Because tliey are guilty 
of slander, fraud, or extortion 1 No. Because they 
aje intemperate, dlssiputcd, or sensual? No. Be- 
cause they are envious, malicious, or revengeful 7 
No; — But because they are unbelievers ; because 
they believe not on me. 

If there is one fact, or doctrine, or promise in the 
Bible, which has produced no practical effect upon 
your temper or conduct, be assured that you du not 
truly believe it. 

Mankind seem to consider God as a sort of outlaw, 
who has no rights ; or at least, as one whose rights 
may be disregarded and trampled on at pleasure. 
They allow that promises made to each other ought 
to be fulfilled, but they violate, without scruple, those 
promises which tliey often make to God in an hour 




o endan aU Ac tnb of poreitT ralbo' 
fkaii Tctara. we are read; ta «i»p«cl that bis faiber 
■nsl be a TPfj dUa^reeable. anloTcl.t. at ctael cha- 
racter. tlDce bis own children cannot lire with him. 
At least, we iball think thia aniess we bate a very 
bad opioioD of the sod. We mast coodenia one or 
the olber. So nfaen God'a own creatures, wbom he 
hn* noorished and bronght ap as cbildreo, forsake 
him, and refose to return or be reconciled, it gi*es 
other beings caase to suspect that be must be a very 
cruel, unlotcJy being; and Ibcy mast either con- 
clude tliat he is lo, or form a very bad opinion of as. 
Now slnneri will not allow that the fault is theirs : 
of cnuiso Ibey throw all the blame npon their 
Crontor, and represent him as such an unkind, cruel _ 
parent, that hi* children cannot live with, or plea 
him. It U troc, God has power lo vindicate his owu 
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^aracter, and to shew the universe that the fault is 
wholly OUTS. But this U no thanks to us. Tbe ten- 
dency of our conduct ia still the saine ; it still tends 
to load Lis character nith infamj and disgrace. 
all the return we make him for giving us 
do ye requite tlio Ejord, O foolish 

Will a man rob God! Yctje have robbed me." 
)t is evident that you withhold your hearts from 
God ; or in other words, rob Lim of your affections, 
Ihe very thing which he principally desires. And is 

a small offence^ Should a. person rob you of 
the affection and esteem of tbe partner of your bosom, 
of your children, or yuur friends, would you not 
think it a groat iujnry ! Would it not in maaj 
instances bo worse tban rohbing you of yonr pro- 
perty ? And is it, then, a trilling offence for intelli- 
gent creatures to rob their Creator, father, and bene- 
factor, of that supreme place In tbeir affections to 
which he has a most perfect right, and which he 
prizes above every thing they possess I 

world is, in some form or other, the great 
Diana, the grand idol of all its inhabitants, so long an 
they continue in their naturally sinful state. They 
Jmw down to it, they worship it, they spend and are 
spent for it, they educate their children in its ser- 
; their hearts, their minds, their memories, their 
imaginations, are full of it ; tbeir tongues speak of 
it, their hands grasp it, their feet pursue it. In a 
word, it is all in all to thein, while they give scarcely 
a word, a look, or a thought to him who made and 
preserves them ; aud who is really all in all. Thus 
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men rob God of their bodies and spirits, which are 
his, and practically say. We are oar own, who is 

From the manner in which we habitually treat the 
Bible, we ma; learn what are oor feeliags and dispo- 
sitions towards God; for as we treat the word of 
God, so should wc treat God himself, were he to 
come and reside among us in a. human form, aa he 
once dwelt oa earth id the form of his Son. The 
contents of Scripture arc a perfect transcript of the 
divine mind. If, then, God sbonld come to dwell 
among ns, he wonld teach the same things that the 
Scriptures teach, and pronounce npoD us the same 
sentence which they pronounce. We should there- 
fore feel towards him as we now feel towards them. 
If we reverence, and love, and obey the Scriptures, 
then we should reverence, love, and obey God. But 
if we dislike or disbelieve the Scriptures, if we sel- 
dom study them, or read them only with indilfercnce 
and neglect, we should treat God in the same man- 
ner. Never would he be a welcome guest in a familf J 
where his word is neglected. M 

No man will ever voluntarily neglect to make him- 
self acquainted with the contents of a message sent 
to him bj one wbom he acknowledges as his supe- 
rior, or on whom he feels himself to be dependent. 
Let a subject receive a communication from his 
acknowledged sovereign, and aa it claims, so it will 
receive his immediate attention. Nor will he, espe- 
cially if it contains various and important instruc- 



tions, think a hasty perasal of it snilicienl. No, be 
will study it till he feels confideat that he is ac- 
■qaainted with its coatents, and uaderslnnda their 
import. At least equally eertaiii and equally evi- 
dent is it, that every man whose heart acknowledges 
-God to be his rislitfal sovereigo, and who believes 
that the Scriptures contain a revelation from him, 
will study tbeni attentively, study them till he feels 
eonfidenl that he understands their contents, and 
Ibat ttaej have made him wise unto salvation. The 
man wbo does not thus atady them, who negligently 
•nffers them to lie, for days and weeks unopened, 
anys more explicitly than any words can say, I tan 
-Lord; God ia not my sovereign, I am not his suh- 
, nor do I consider it important to know what ho 
;iiresof me. Carry his messages to those who 
Are subject to him, and they will, perhaps, pay them 
.e attention. 

LANOUAOB OF ALL WHO NEGLECT PRAYER. 

L is natural to man from his earliest infancy, to 
cry for relief when in danger or distress ; if he sup- 
poses that any one able to relieve him, ia within 
bearing of his cries. Every man, then, who feels his 
own dependeoce upon God, and his need of blessings 
vbicb God only can bestow, will pray to him. He 
will feel that prnyer is not only bis duty, bat his 
highest privilege ; a privilege of which he would not 
consent to be deprived, tboogh confinement in a den 
of lioDS were to be the consequence of its exercise. 
The man, then, who refases, or neglects to pray, who 
refcards prayer, not as a privilege, bat as a wearisome 
and needless task, practically says, in the most 
unequivocal manner, I am not dependent on God, t 



r 




20 FORBEARANCE OF GOD. ■ 

want nothing tbat he can give, and therefore I will 
not come to him, nor ask any favour at his hands. 1 
will not ask him to crown my exertions with success, 
for I am able, and determined, to be the architect of 
my own fortune. I will not ask biro to iastruct or 
guide me, for I am competent to be m; own instruc- 
tor and goide; I will not ask him to strengthen and 
support me, for I am strong in the vigour and 
resources of mj own mind. I will not request his 
protectioo, for I am able to protect myself. I will 
not implore his pardoning mercy, nor bis sanctifying 
grace ; for I need, I desire, neither the one nor tbe 
otber. I will not ask his presence and aid in the 
honr of deaib, for I can meet and grapple, unsup- 
ported, with the king of terrors, and enter, undaunted 
and alone, any unknown world into which he may 
usher me. Such is the language of all who neglect 
prayer. 

BENSON OF god's forbearance with sinners. 

How wonderful is the long-suffering and forbear- 
auceofGod! Here are sinners who have been for 
twenty, forty, sixty years, abusing his patience, and 
misusing all his benefits. Yet instead of cutting 
them down, ho adds another year, perhaps many 
years, to their long since forfeited lives. There are 
sinners who have wasted and profaned a thousasd 
Sabbaths, yet he allows them another Sabbath, an<h- 
ther opportunity of hearing the offers of salvRtioB. 
Tbere are sinners who have repeatedly been urged 
in vain to be reconciled to God ; yet he condescends 
still to request a reconciliation. There are sinncra 
at whose hearts Christ has knocked, a Ibouaand, uh] 



& thoasand tiroes, but though they refufie to admit 
bim, be still knocks again. O why are such trea- 
sures of goodness lavished on such insensible crea- 
tures, why is such an inestimable price pnt into the 
hands of those who have no heart to improve it? 
Why, indeed, but to show what God can do, and how 
infinitely bis patience and forbearance exceeds ours. 

One reason why God bestows on sinners the day 
and the means of grace is, that they may have an 
opportunity of clearly displaying their own charac- 
ters, and thus proving the truth of the charges which 
lie has brought against tbera. He does, as it were, 
»ay to the world, I have accused these creatures of 
being enemies to me and to all goodness, and of che- 
rishing in their hearts, an obstinate attachment to 
vice. They deny the charge. I am therefore about 
to bring them to the test ; to try an experiment which 
will clearly show whether my charges are welU 
founded or not. I shall send them my word, and 
the gospel of my Son, clearly revealing to them the 
way of salvation. Ishallsend messengers toexplain 
and press upon them the truths there revealed ; I 
thall allow them one day In seven to attend on their 
instrnclions ; and 1 shall offer them the assistance of 
my Spirit, to render them holy ; these privileges 
they shall enjoy for years together. If they improve 
them aright, if they believe my word, receive and 
love my Son, and renounce their sins, I will acknow- 
ledge that I have accused them falsely, that they are 
not so depraved as 1 have represented them. But, 
should they, on the contrary, neglect my word, dis- 
believe my gospel, and refuse to receive and submit 
lo my Son ; siiould they profane the Sabbath, mis- 
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32 man's dependence. 

employ the day of grace, refosc to repeat of tfaeii 
sins, and be reconciled to rae — tlien it will be evt 
dent to all, that I bave not accused them falsely 
that they are jnat snob depraved, obsliiiale, irrecoa-. 
cileable enemies to me and to goodness, as I bavi 
represented tbem to be in my word. 



I ARE LORDS. JEH. II. 31. 



If men are indeed independent of God, it mi 
with safety be asserted, that he is almost the oaif 
being or objeut in the aniverse on whom thej are not 
dependent. From the cradle to the grave their lives 
cKhibit little else, than a. continued course of depend- 
ence. They are dependent on the earth, on the 
water, on the air, on each other, on irrational ani- 
mals, on vegetables, on unorganized substances. 
Let but the sun withhold bis beams, and the cloada 
their showers, for a single year ; and the whole race 
of these mighty, independent beings, cicpires. Let 
but a pestilential blast sweep over them, and they 
are gone. Let but some imperceptible derangement 
take place in their frail but complicated frame; and 
all their boasted iDtcllectual powers sink, to the level 
of an infant's or an idiot's mind. Let a small por- 
tion of that food on which they doily depend for 
nourishment, pass bnt the breadth of a line from its 
proper course, and they expire in agony. An insect, 
a needle, a thorn, has often proved sufficient to sub- 
ject them to the same fate. And while tbey are 
dependent on so many objects for the continuance 
of their lives, tbey are dependent on a still greater 
namber for happiness, and for the success of their 
enterprises. Let but a single spark fall unheeded. 
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TO THE IMPENITENT. 23 

or be wafted by a breath of air, and a city, irhich it 
lias cost tboDsaoda tlie labours of many years to 
erect — may be tamed into ashes. Let Ilie wind but 
blow Trom one point, ratliet llian from another, and 
the hopes of the merchant are dashed against a rock. 
Let bot a little more, or a little less than the nsuaJ 
quantity of tain descend, and in the latter case the 
prospects of the hasbandman are blasted, while, in 
the other, his anticipated harvest perishes beneath 
the clods, or is swept away by an inundation. But 
in vain do we attempt to describe the extent of man's 
dependence, or enumerate all the objects and events 
an which he depends. Yet all these objects and 
events are uodcr the control of Jehovah. Withoot 
]tis notice and appointment, not a hair falls from our 
heads, nor a sparrow to the ground. O how far is it 
then from being true, that man is not dependent on 
God. 



My friends, God offers you the water of life, 
witliout money and without price. Every one may 
come and take it if he will, and is not this sufficient? 
Would you have the water of life forced upon you ? 
What is it that you wish? My friends, I will tell 
you what you wish. You wish to live as you please 
here, to disobey your Creator, to neglect your 
Savioar, to fullil the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind ; and at death to be admitted into a kind of 
■enauaJ paradise, where you may taste again the 
same pleasures which you enjoyed on earth. You 
wish that God should break his word, stain his jus- 
tice, purity and truth, and sacrilieo the honour of 



his law, his own rigMfol authority and the 
interests of the universe, to the gratification of you 
sinful propensities. 

Look back to those who have passed thi 
change through which wc must all pass. Think 
the patriarchs who died before the flood. They 
been perfectly hnppy for more than four thoaaBsd 
years, yet their happiness has but just commenced, 
Think of the sinners who died before the flood. For 
more than four IhoDsand years ibey have been com- 
pletely wretched, and yet their misery is bat begun. 
So there will come a time when you will have been 
happy or miserable four thousand years, and for foar 
times four thousand years, and yet your heaven 
your hell will even then be bat beginning. 



1 ANGRY WITH SIKNERS. 



" God is angry with the wicked etery day. 
you ask why be is angry ? I answer, be is angry 
see rational, immortal, and accountable beings, 
spending twenty, forty, or sixty years in trifling and 
sin ; serving divers idols, Insls, and vanities, and 
living as if death were an eternal sleep. He is 
angry to see you forgetting your Maker In child- 
hood, in youth, in manhood, making no returns for 
all his benefits, casting off his fear, and restrainin|r 
prayer, and rebelling against him who has nourished 
and brought you up as children. He is angry to Me 
you laying np treasures on earth, and not in hea- 
ven ; seeking every thing in preference ti 
thing needful ; loving the praise of men i 
the praise of God ; and fearing those who 
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GOD ANGRY IVITH SINNERS. 25 

kill the body, more than him who hath power lo cast 
both soul snd bodj into hell. He is angry to see 
that yoa disregard alike his threateniDgs and his 
pTomiaes ; his Judgments and his mercies; that you 
buiy in the earth the talents he has ^ven you. and 
bring forth do fruit to his glory ; that you neglect his 
word, his spirit, and his law, and perish in impeni- 
tency and unbelief, notwithstanding all the means 
employed for your conversion. He is angry to see 
jou come before him as his people, and worship him 
with your lips, while your thoughts are perhaps 
wandering lo the ends of the earth. He is angry to 
e yon trusting iu your own wisdom, strength, and 
righteousuess for salvation, instead of placing your 
dependence on Christ, the only name by which you 
n possibly be sated. These are sins of which every 
person in an unconverted state is guilty: and for 
these things God is angry, daily angry, greatly and 
justly angry; and unless his anger be speedily ap- 
peased, it will most certainly prove your destruction. 

Ll'KE \V. 10. 

God now commandeth all men, every where, to 
repent. I lay this command across your path, you 
cannot proceed one step farther in a sinful course 
without treading it under foot. You are urged to 
the immediate performance of this dnty by a regard 
to yonr own interest ; for except ye repent, ye shall 
all likewise perish. You are urged to it by all the 
blessed angels, who are waiting with desire to rejoice 
in your conversion. Above all, yoo are most power- 
fully urged to it by the blessed Redeemer, whom 
}'oa are under the strongest possible obligations to 
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3fi MOTIVES TO HEPENTANCe. | 

lave and obey. He bas done and suffered much for 
you. For you lie has toiled, bled, and died, Foe 
yon be cheerfully enduted the scoffs and cruelties 
of men; the rage and malice of devils; and the 
ovcrwbcltaing weight of his Father's wrath. In 
return for all this, he asks of you one small favour. 
He merely reqoests yon to repent and be happy. If 
you comply with this request, he will see of the tra- 
Tail of bis soul, and be satisSed. O then be per- 
suaded to give joy to God, to his Son, and to the 
blessed angels ; to make this day a festival 
veu, by repenting. Even now, your heavenly Fatl 
is waiting for your return, and the Redeemer stai 
ready with expanded arrns to receive 
now the white robes and the ring are provided, and 
the fatted calf is made ready to feast returning pro- 
digals. Even now angels and archangels are ready 
to pour forth their most joyful songs to cclebratp 
your return. Will you, then, by persisting in impe- 
uilence, seal np their lips! Will yon say. There 
shall be no joy in heaven this day on our account! 
God shall not he glorified, Christ shall not be gra- 
tified, angels shall not rejoice, if we can prevent ill 
Iftherebeany of whose feelings and conduct this 
is the language, I solemnly but reluctantly declare 
unto you, in the name of Jehovah, that God and his 
Son shall he glorified, and there shall be joy over 
you in heaven, notwithstanding all your endeavours 
to prevent it. Never shall any of his creatures 
God of his glory, and if you will not consent 
his grace shall be gloiihed in your salvation, he 
be compelled to glorify his justice in your everl 
ing destruction. If yuu will nut allow the in 
lants of heaven to rejoice iu your repentance, 
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love of justice, trutb, and holiocss will constraja 
tbem to rejoice in j-oar GODdemnation, and to sing 
Halleluia while the smolie of your torment ascendeth 
up for ever and ever. 

OBJECTIONS OF GIK\Eas TO THE GOSPEL ANSWERED. 

Suppose that while yon are dying of a fatal dis- 
ease, a medicine of great reputed eflicacy is offered 
yon, on making trial of whicli, yon find yourself 
restored to health and activity. Fall of joy and 
gratitude, you propose the remedy to others afflicted 
with the same disease. One of these persons replies 
to you, 'I am surprised that you place so much 
faith in tlie virtaea of this medicine, Motvdoyou 
know that it was really discovered by the person 
whose name it bears? Or oven if it were, it is so 
many years ago, and the medicine has passed 
tbroagb so many hands since, that it is probahly 
corrupted, or perhaps some other has been snbsli- 
tnted in the place of the genuine medicine.* Says 
another, ' It may not be suited to the constitutions 
of men in this age, though it was undoubtedly useful 
to those who Grat used it.' ' The disease and the 
care are both equally imaginary,' says a third. 
' There are many other remedies of equal or supe- 
rior elficacy,' objects a fourth ; * None of the most 
celebrated physicians recommend it,' replies a fifth, 
while a sixth attempts to silence you by objecting to 
the phials in which it is put up, and repeating that 
boxes would have been more suitable. What 
weight would all these objections have with you? 
Would they induce jou to throw away the healing 
baliu, whose ell'ects you even then felt, sending life, 
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and health, and vigour through your whole frame: 
Even thus may inlidcla and cavillers urge objecliona 
against llie gospel, but the Cliristian heeds them not, 
for he has felt in hia own aoul its life-giviug power. 

Will you say that there are do real stars, hecaua 
you sometimes see meteors fall, which for a time 
appeared to be stars? Will yon say that blossoms 
never produce fruit, because many of them fall off, 
and some fruit which appears sound, is rotten at the 
core? Equally absurd is it to say there is no snch 
thing as real religion, because many who profess it 
fall away, or prove to be hypocrites in heart. Or 
will yoD say that a medicine does no good, because, 
though it removes the fever, it does not restore the 
patient to perfect strength in an instant? Equally 
groundlesE and absurd is it to aay that religion does 
not make ils possessors better, becans 
in a moment, raake them as perfect a 
of God. 
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The many false and counterfeit appearances whioh 
we meet with, instead of proving that there is no 
religion in the world, not only prove that there is, 
but that it is extremely precioas ; otherwise it would 
not be counterfeited. No one will be at the tronble 
of counterfeiting, either what does not exist, or what 
is of DO value. No one will make false stones, ot 
false dust, though many make false pearls and dia-. 
raonds. If there were no real money there would b^i 
counterfeit ; and so if there were no real religio^ 
e no false religion. One cannot exist 
without the other, any more than a shadow can exist 
without a substance ; and be who rejects all religioitt 
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becaDSe bjpocrites aometimea borrow its tiame and 
appearance, acts do less absurdly, tbau be who 
throws bis gold or jewels into the (ire, because gold 
and jewels have sometimes been counterfeited. 

Snrelf if Christianity be a delasion, it is a blessed 
delusion iodeed, and be who attempts to destroy it, 
is as enemy to mank-iod. It is a delusion which 
teaches us to do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with our God ; a delusion which teaches us to love 
our Maker supremely, and our neighbour a^ our- 
■elves ; a delusion which bids us love, forgive, and 
pray for oar enemies, reader good for evil, and pro- 
mote the glory of God and the happiness of our 
fellow creatures, by every means in our power ; a 
delusion, which, wherever it is received, produces a 
bumble, meek, charitable and peaceful temper, and 
.which, did it nnivcrsally prevail, would banish wars, 
Fice, and misery from the world. It is a delusion 
which not only supports and comforts its believers in 
their wearisome progress through this vale of tears : 
l)ut attends them in death, when all other consola- 
tions fail, and enables them to triumph over sorrows, 
sickness, anguish and tbc grave. If delusion can do 
this, in delusion let me live and die, for what could 
the most blessed reality do more ? 



Shall we listen to men when God speaks ? Shall 
blind and ignorant worms of the dust pretend to 
know what God will do, belter than he who was from 
eternity in the bosom, of the Father? Hastthon,0 
inan, whosoever thou art, that prelcndcst that the 



We knowDiBtslie is indebted to that revelation whiclk 
she presumes to ridicule and condemD, for everf 
semblance of truth or energy wbicb sbe displayit. 
We know that the moat she can do, is to 
blind and leave them so; and to lead them stilt! 
farther astray, iD a labyrinth of vice, delusion, an(t 
wretehedness. This is incontrovertibly evident, bodi 
front pBst and present experience ; and we may de^ 
hermost eloquent advocates to produce a single ii 
Stance, in whicli sbe has enlightened or reformU 
mankind. If, asis oTten asserted, she is able to ^nidt 
us in tbe path of truth and happiness, whj has si 
ever suffered her votaries to remain a prey to vii 
and ignorance? Why did she not teach the leamel 
Egyptians, to abstain from worshipping their leeb 
and onions ? Why not instruct the polished Greel 
to rcnounee their sixty thousand gods? Why i 
persuade the enlightened Romans, to abstain f 
adoring their deified murderers? why not prevail a 
the wealthy Phoenicians to refrain from sacrificini 
their infants to Saturn I Or if it was a task beyoo 
her power, to enlighten the ignorant multitude, i 
form the h- barbarous and abominable superstitiom 
and teach them that tbey were immortal beings ; vh 
did she not at least, instruct her philosopher 
great doctrine of the immortality of the soul, whiQ 
they so earnestly laboured in vain to discover? Tbd 
enjoyed tbe light of reason and natural religion,) 
its fullest extent ; yet so far were they from a 
tainiug the nature of oar future and eternal existenoi 
that they could nut determine whether w 
exist at all beyond tbe grave ; nor could all Ihs 
advantages preserve them from the grossest erron 
and most unnatural crimes. 
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What would you say of a man trbo should throw 
away his compass, because he couid not tell why it 
points to the north ? or reject &n accurate chart, 
because it did not include a delineation of could 
which he never expected to visil, and wilh which he 
had no concern? What wonid you aay of a man 
who should reject all the beat astronomical treatises, 
because they do not describe the inhabitants of the 
moon, and of the planets ; or who should treat wilh 
contempt, every book, which does not answer all the 
questions that may be aslied respecting the subject 
of which it treats? Or, to come still nearer to the 
point, what would jon say of a man, who, when rick 
of a mortal disease, should refuse an infallible 
remedy, unless the physician would first tell him 
how he took the disease, how sucb dineaxes tint 
entered the world, why they were pennitled to enter 
it, and by what secret laws or tinue* the offered 
remedy would effect his cure '. Would yon oot say, 
a unreasonable deMrre* to die. He mott be 
left lo anffer for his fally. Now IM* is pieciteljr Ihe 
c wilk tkoM wbo Bcgteet Ifce BiUe, beeawe H iloM 
raM iCTCal thoae Mcn* dUap whicfe bdtws to God. 
" d by faul dbeuM. bx dr 
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34 FOLLY OF OBJECTIONS. 

the introduction of soch diseases into the world, and 
tlie reasons why they were ever permitted to en 
Tell me, you exclaim, how I became sick, or 1 
not consent to be well. If this be not the height of 
folly and madness, what is ? 

Wo have not the smallest if ason to suppose, that 
if God had revealed all those secret thia^ whicb. 
belong to him, it wonld have made it more easy tbu 
it now is, to know and perform our duty. Suppose^ 
for instance, that God should answer all the quel* 
tions which may be asked respecting the origin « 
moral evil, and its introduction into the worldt 
would this knowledge at all assist us in banish, 
evil from the world, or from our own bosonis? 
welt might we pretend that a knowledge of the [ 
cjse mpnoer in which a man was killed, wook 
enable us lo restore him to life. Or shonld Gai 
inform us of the manner in which divinity and ha 
maiiity are uniled in the person of Jesus Christ 
would this knowledge assist us in performing a 
one of the duties we owe the Saviour? As wd 
might we pretend that a knowledge of the man 
whicb our souls are united to our bodies, wool^ 
assist us in performing any of the common actioa 
of life. 

The Bible tells us that an enemy came and se 
tares. Now, if any man chooses to go farther •■ 
this, and inquire where the enemy got the tares, h 
is welcome to do SO ; but I choose to leave it « 
the Bible leaves it. I do not wish lo be wise abof 
what is writien. 
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II is God's invariable rule of proceedinjf, to deal 
with his creatnres, in some measure, as tbej dent 
with him. Hence we are told that, with the upright, 
ke will show himself npright; with the mercifnJ, he 
will show himself mereiful : and with llie froward, 
lie will show himself froward. When, therefore, 
persoDB eome to him with a pretended desire to know 
fbeh duty, but in realilj, with a view to And some 
excnse or jnstiQcation for their errors and sins, he 
will suffer them, as a punishment, to find somethiDg 
which will harden tbeni in their wiclEedness, Thus 
he will suffer the obstinate believer in universal sal- 
*atioD, to deceive himself with his delusive dreams, 
till he wakes in torments. He will suffer the proud, 
Mlf-righteons opposer of his gospel, to trust in his 
moral duties, till it is too late to discover his mistake. 
He will suffer the self-deceived hypocrite to please 
himself with his false hopes of heaven, till he finds 
the door for ever shut against him. All these per- 
sons did, in effect, wish to he deceived ; the; hated 
the light, shut their eyes, and would not come to it ; 
thej leaned to iheir own understandings, instead of 
■rusting to the Lord ; they never prayed him to keep 
them from self-deception, and from false paths ; they 
ehose to believe Satan rather than God, and there 
fore are justly left to feel the effects of it. 



Uugoverned passions are to the mind, what winds 
ire to the ocean, and Ihey often throw it into a storm ; 



36 PUNISHMENT OF BIMNGSS. ^1 

for in such a world as thU, the sinner mast meet 
with many things wbicb are calculated to rouse them. 
Somctiaics he is injared, iDJured perhaps withoal 
cause or provocation, and then his mind is agitated 
by revengeful feelings. Sometimes he sees a rival, 
perhaps an unworthy rival, outstrip him in the race, 
and seize the prize which he had hoped to obtain ; 
and in consequence envy, mortification, and cha^n 
lie gnawing at his heart, and cause the greater pain, 
because he is obliged to conceal tbem. Often be 
meets with some slight affront or insult, wliich 
wounds his pride, and sets his angry passions in a 
flame ; like Haman, who could enjoy nothing, be- 
cause Mordecai refused to do him reverence. In 
addition to thesethiogs, he is daily exposed to a thou- 
sand little nameless vexatious occurrences, which 
teaze, and fret, and harass him, rendering his mind 
a stranger to peace. Often, too, his mind is disturbed 
by its own workings, without any assignable cause. 
He feels restless and unhappy, be can scarcely tell 
why. He wants something, but he cannot tell what. 
One wave of troubled thought after another, comes 
rolling upon his mind, and he caunot say with the 
Psalmist, in the multitude of my thoughts within me, 
thy comforts delight my soul. These troublesome 
thoughts, and tumultuous workings of the mind, ate 
to the wicked man, what the daily flow and ebb of 
the tide are to the ocean. They keep it in agitation 
even when the waves of passion cease to flow. JU 



Sinners do not like to retain God in their know- 
ledge, because He is omniscient and omnipresent. 



In eoDBeqnence of his possessing these attributes, he 
9 a constant witness of their feelings and conduct, 
and is perfectly acquainted with their hearts. This 
must Tender the ihooghts of his holiness still more 
disagreeable to a sinner, for what can be more un- 
pleasant to such a character, tha.n the cooatant pre- 
and inspection of a holj bein;;, whom he 
it deceive, from whose keen, searching gaze he 
it for a moment hide, to whom darkness and 
Jight are alilte open, and who views the sinner's 
conduct with the utmost displeasnre and abliorrence. 
1 the presence of our fcilow-creatures is disa- 
greeable, when we wish to indulge any sinful pro- 
pensity which they will disapproTC. The slanderer, 
the profane swearer, the drunkard, the debauchee, 
and tbe gamester wonld feel the presence of a reli- 
I inferior to be irksome, though he should be 
present but for an hour. How exceedingly irksome 
then, must the constant presence of a holy, heart- 
searching God, be to a sinner. But if tlie sinner 
retains a knowledge of God, he must feel him to be 
present. No wonder, then, that sinners banish a 
knowledge of him from their minds, as the easiest 
method of freeing themselves from the restraint 
imposed by bis presence. 



The armour with which Satan furnishes his fol- 
lowers, i.i directly the reverse of that Christian 
armour, described by the apostle Paul. Instead of a 
girdle of truth, he girds the sinner with the girdle 
of error and deceit. Instead of tbe breastplate of 
Christ's righteousness, he furnishes hiui with a 
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bnaHpUte of Iih own 
iKriead or the Bhicld of faitfa, 
the fliidd of unbelief; asd with ihi* ke deTends 
higuelf B^BSt the curses of Ihe Uv, and lh« 
arrows of conviciion, iBstead of die sword of 
Ibe Bpirit. which ii the word of God, he teachea 
them to wield the sword of a toagne set on Gre of 
hell, and fnrrmbes them with a msgasiDe of cafils, 
excases, and objectiDos, with which xbey attack 
reliKioD, and defend thenueUes. He also bailds 
for them many refagesof lies, in which, as io a 
castle, tbej proodl; hope to shelter themselves 
the wrath of God. 



1 



The false peace and security in which sinnen 
indalge, instead of proviog their safetj, is only a 
further evidence of their danger. It proies that the 
strong man armed ia not disturbed in his possessic»i^-g 
bat that be keeps them in peace. 
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There is perhaps scarcely a person to b« found, 
who does not, in his own opinion, esemplarily per- 
form some part of bis duty. On this he looks witii 
no small degree of self-complacency, and flatter:* 
liimselftbat it will atone for all obliquities in his 
temper and conduct. To this be Ities for refuge 
whenever conscience reproves his deficiencies ; and 
instead of believing tbe apostolic assertion, that if a 
man shall keep tbe whole law, and yet ofi'end in one 
point, he is guilty of all, seem to suppose that if he 
transgresses the whole law, and yet obeys one pre- 
cept, he is guiltless. 1 once met uitb a person who, 



r 



CONSCIENCE. 39 

thoagb guilt; of almost every crime which could 
disgrace her sex, thanlted God with mnch apparent 
self-gratolation, that she was oot a thief ; and who 
evidently imagiaed that her abstaioiog from thia 
one »ice would secure her from the displeasure of 
beaven. 



9 God's "ticegerent in the soal, and 
though Bionera maj' atnpif; and sear, they cannot 
entirely silence or destroy it. At times, this nawel- 
come monitor will awake, and then her reproaches 
and threateoiogs are, above alt things, terrible to the 
sinner. During the day, while he is surrounded by 
thoughtless companions, or wholly engrossed by 
worldly pursuits, he may contrive to stille, or at least 
to disregard her voice; but at night, and upon his 
bed, when all is silent aroand him, when darkness 
and solitude compel him to attend to his own roBec- 
tioDS, the case is diETerenl. Then an awakened con- 
science will be heard. Then she arraigns the sinner 
at her bar, tries, convicts, and cuudcmns him, and 
threatens him with the punishment which his sins 
deserve. In vain does he endeavour to Hy from 
lier tortnring scourge, or to find refuge in sleep. 
Sleep flies from him. One sin after another rises to 
his view, and the load of conscioas guilt which 
oppresses him, becomes more and more heavy, till, 
like the impious BeUhazeaT,when he saw the myste- 
rious handwriting upon the wall, the joints of his 
loiBS are loosed, and his knees smite one against the 
other. He finds that something must be done. He 
has heard that prayer is a duty, and he attempts to 




pray. He utters a few half-rormcd 
makes » few insincere resolutions and promises of 
amendment, and having thus, in some measure 
quieted the reproaclies of his conscience, he falls 
asleep. In the morning be wakes, rejoiced to see 
once more the cheerful light; the resolutions and 
promises of the night are forgotten, he again spends 
the day in folly and sin, and at night retires to his 
lied, again to be scourged by conscience for breaking 
his resolutions, again to quiet her reproaches by 
insinoere prayers and promises, and again 
these promises when the light retarns. 

There is a season, and often perhaps e 
one, in the life of almost every person who hears the 
gospel faithfully preached, in which it affects him 
more than ordinarily. Something like light appears 
to shine into his mind, which enables him to dis- 
cover objects previously unseen or unnoticed. While 
this light continues to shine, he feels a much more 
full and strong canviction of the truth of the Bible, 
and of the reality and importance of religion than he 
ever felt before. He sees, with more or less clear- 
ness, that he is a sinner, that, as such, be is exposed 
to God's displeasure ; and that, unless 
can be found to avert that displeasure, he is undoi 
-4fler such means he is therefore very inqi 
He reads tjie Bible more frequently and careful 
becomes a more diligent, attentive, and inten 
hearer of the gospel, is fond of conversing 
giouB subjects, and perhaps attempts to pray 
mercy. Christ stands at the door of his heart, 
knocks for admittance. With a person in this siti 
tion. ho is as really, though not as visibly present 
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A WOUNDED SPIRIT WHO CAN BE*H ? 41 

be was with tbe Jews when he said, Yet a little while 
is the light with you. 

A WOUNDED SPIRIT WHO CAN BEAR? 

One reason why the anguish of a wonnded spirit 
is more intolerable than any other species of suffer- 
ing, is, that it is impossible to obtain tbe smallest 
consolation or relief under it. This can scarcely be 
said with truth of any other species of suffering to 
which mankind are liable. If they lose friends, 
they have usually other friends to sympnthiEe with 
them, and assist in repairing their loss. If they 
lose property, they may hope to regain it, or if not, 
their losses cannot be always present to their mind, 
find many sources of enjoyment are still open to 
tbem. If tliey are afflicted with painful diseases, 
they can usually obtain, at least, temporary relief 
from medicine, and receive some consolation from 
the sympathy of tlieir friends. In all cases, the; 
can, fur a time, lose their sorrows in sleep, anil look 
forward to death as the termination of their troubles, 
t very different is the situation of one who goffers 
llie anguish of a wounded spirit. He cannot fly 
from his misery, for it is within. Nor can he forget 
It, for it is every moment present to his mind. Nor 

II he divert bis attention from it, for it engages his 
tfaonghts, in defrance of all endeavours to fix tbem 
ttn any other objects. Nor can he derive consula- 
tion from any friends or temporal blessings he may 
possess, for every thing is turned to poison and bit- 
terness, and the very power of enjoyment seems to 
be taken from bira. Nor can he even lose his sor- 
rows in sleep, for sleep usually flies from a wounded 
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spirit, orif obtained it is disturbed and anre freshing. 
Hence the exclamation of Job, " Wben I say nj 
bed sba.ll comfort me, aod my couch shall ease my 
coniplaint ; —then thou scareat me with dreama, and 
terrifiest me through visions." 



Look which way it will for relief, the wonnd< 
spirit can discover nothing but aggravations of its 
wretchedness. If it looks within, it finds nothing 
bat darkness, and tempest, and despair. If it looks 
around ou its temporal possessions, it sees nothing 
but gifts of God which it has abused, and for its 
abnse of which it must give a terrible account. If it 
looks back, it sees a life spent in neglect of God, 
and ten thousand sins, foUowinji; it as accusers to the 
judgment scat. If it looks forward, it sees that 
judgmenl-seat to which it must come, aod where it 
expects nothing but a sentence of final coodemnk- 
tion. If it looks up, it sees that God who is wound- 
ing it, and whose auger seems to search it like fire j 
and if it looks downward, it sees the gulf which 
awaits its fall. Not even to death can it look for- 
ward as the termination of its miseries, for it fears 
that its miseries will then receive a terrible increase. 
True, there is one object to which it might took 
relief, and find it. It might look to the Saviour, 
great Physician, and obtain not only a cure for 
wounds, but everlasting life. Bat to him it will 
look, till its impenitence and unbelief are subdDi 
by sovereign grace. 
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NGNESa TO OO TO CHRIST. 

The siaoer tries every place of refuge, before he 

I will eoter the ark of safety. He ia like a person 

exposed to the stonu and tempenl, for (vbom a place 

!' of safety 13 provided, which he is uonilliDg to enter. 
Qe fliea from one place of faacied secnrity, to take 
lefuge in aaotLer. The storm increases, one hiding- 
place after another is swept away, till at leagth, 
iixpoaed without a shelter to the raging storm, be is 
•fiad to See to the refuge provided for him. 



1 apparently strongp and healthy man 
fhould apply to you for relief, and when asked, why 
be did not labour for his subsisteoce, should reply, 
because I can fiuU no one to employ me. If you 
wished to know whether this, or indolence were the 
Htuo reason, you would olTer him employment ; and 
itit^ then refused to labour, you would feel satisfied 
ijbat he was slothful, and undeserving of your char- 
ily. So when God puts into the hands of sinners a 
■price to get wisdom, and they do not improve it, it 
evident that they donot wish,— that they are 
^t willing,— to become religious. 



EXCl'SES or THE SINNEH ANSWERED. 

umerous as are the excuses which sinners make 
tfVben urged to embrace the gospel, they may all be 
F.xednced to three: the first is, that they have do time 
n to attend to religion, the second is that tbey do not 
P know how to become religious, and the third, that 
j they are not able to become so. Want of time, want 
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of knowledge, or want of power, ta pleaded by all. 
Foreseeiog; that the; would make these excnsea, 
God determined that tbej should have no reason to 
make them. Bj giviog them the sabbath, be has 
allowed them time for religion, Bj giving tbem his 
word and messengers to explain it, he has taken 
away the excuse of ignorance ; and by offering them 
the assistance of his Holy Spirit, he has deprived 
tbem of the pretence that the; are unable to obey 
him. Thus he bas obviated all their excuses, and 
therefore at the last day, every mouth will be ato] 
ped, and the whole impenitent world will ati 
guilty and self-condemned before God. 



^ 



The convinced sinner wishes to be saved, bnt then 
he would be his own saviour. He will not consent 
to be saved by Christ. He cannot bear to come at 
a poor, miserable, a elf-condemned sinner, and throw 
himself on the mere mercy of Christ, but he wants to 
purchase heaven ; to give so many good deeds, as 
he calls them, for so much happiness hereafter. He 
goes on to multiply his religious duties, and with 
great diligence, makes a robe of his own righteons- 
ness, with which he hopes to cover his moral naked- 
ness, and render himself acceptable in the sight of 
God. In vain is he told that all his righteousneas is 
as filthy rags ; that he is daily growing worse, rather 
than better ; that eternal life can never be purchased. 
He will stop here, as thousands have done before; 
resting on this foundation ; having the form of godli- 
ness, but denying the power; unless the spirit of 
God continue to strive with him ; and complete t 
work by showing him his own heart. 



THE KNOWLEDGE 



Even a knowledge of the divine perfections, if it 
could have been obtained witbont Cbrist, would only 
bave driven us to despair, as it did our guilty first 
parents ; for, out of Cbrist, God is a consuming fire. 
The convinced sinner looks at the greatness of God, 
and says, How can he atoop to notice a being so 
insignificant as myself? Mo looks at bis holiness 
and says, God cannot but hate me, as a vile, pojlated 
sinner. He looks at his justice, and says, God must 
condemn me, for T have broken his righteous law. 
He looks at bis truth, and cries, God is not a man 
that be sbould lie ; he must execute his threatenings 
and destroy me. He looks at God's immutability, 
and says, be is in one mind, and who can turn him ; 
be will never change, he will always he my enemy. 
Be looks at bis power a.nd wisdom, and says, I can 
neither resist nor deceive him. He looks at his eter- 
nity, and exclaims. It is a fearfal thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God. Thus do all the divine 
perfections become so many sources of terror and 
dismay to the convinced sinner. But no sooner does 
he obtain a knowledge of Christ, than his fears 
vanish. The divine perfections no longer forbid bim 
lo hope for mercy, bnt rather enconrage him to do it. 
Instead of the thunders of the law, he hears the 
compassionate voice of Cbrist, saying, Be of good 
cheer, my blood cleanseth from all sin ; thy sins, 
which are many, arc forgiven. He feels boldness to 
enter into the holiest of all through the blood of 
Jesus, and exclaims with the apostle. Being justified 
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46 PEACE IN BELIEVING. 

by faitli, we have peace with God throngh our Lord 
Jesaa Christ. Sach are the blessed etfects which 
St. Panl experienced from a kDowLedge of Christ. 
and which every true believer experiences. Can wo _ 
then wonder that, in comparison with it, they coagl 
all things but loss. 
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THE CONVINCED SINNER BELIEVINIi IN CHRIST. 

When a convinced guilty sinner, who feels c 
demned liy the law of God and his own consrient 
and fears the sentence of eternal condematioD from 
the month of his judge hereafter, hears and believes 
the glad tidings of salvation, they cause hope in the 
mercy of God to spring up in his anxious, troubled 
breast. He says to himself, I am a miserable, guilty 
creature. I have rebelled against my Creator, broken 
his law, and thos exposed myself to its drcadfnl 
curse. How, then, can I escape from this curse, which 
threatens to plunge me in eternal ruin ? Can I call 
back the idle words I have uttered, the sinful desires 
I have indulged, the wicked actions I have com- 
mitted, the time I have wasted, the precious privi- 
leges and opportunities 1 have misimproved? No. 
Can I wash away the guilt of these sins from mj 
troubled conscience, or blot out the black catalogue 
of them, which is written in the book of God's 
remembrance ? No. Can I make any satisfaction 
or atonement for them, to appease my justly offended 
God; No. Even should I be perfectly obedient in 
fnture, still this will not blot out my past sins. 
Besides, I find that I daily commit new sins; so 
that instead of diminishing, I increase my guilt 
What then can I do, where can I turn! on what 
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1 bnild any hope of mercy ? Why should God 
pardon me and (;ive me heaven, nhen I have done, 
and still do nothing' but provoke him ! Whnt can I, 
what ainat I do to be saved J The g-ospel indeed 
I, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thoa 
■halt be saved. It tells me that though my sins be 
of a crimson colour, and scarlet dye, yet if I forsake 
them, and turn unto the Lord, he will abundaDlly 
pardon. Why should not I believe in Christ, as well 
a others! His blood cleanses from all sin. But 
perhaps I am too great a sinner to be saved. Yet 
the gospel assures me that Christ came to save the 
chief of sinners. Why then should I doubt? Why 
■hoald I not believe f I must, 1 will, I can, I do 
believe. Lord ! help thou mine unbelief! 



EFFECTS OF CONVERSION. 

When a man stands with his back to the son. his 
>ivii shadow and the shadows of surrounding objects 
tre before him. But when he turns towards the 
sun, all these shadows are behind him. It is the 
le in spiritual tbiogs. God is the great Sun of 
universe. Compared with him, creatures are 
but shadows. But while men stand with their backs 
to God, all these shadows are before them, and 
engross tbeir afi'ections, desires, and exertions. Oit 
the contrary, when they are converted, and turn to 
God, all these shadows are thrown behind them, and 
God becomes all in all ; so that they can say from 
the heart. Whom have we in heaven but thee, and 
there is none on earth that we desire besides thee. 
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48 EFFECTS OF COMTEBSIOS, 

The effect produced on a sinner wbo is bronj 
from darkness into God's manrelloas light, nay 
illostrated in tbe following manner- The scripli 
teach us tbal angels are eontinnallj present 
oar world, and employed in esecuting the designs 
of God. Being spirils, they are of course invisible 
to mortal ejea. Hence we are unconscions of their 
presence, and therefore are not affected bj it. Now 
suppose, for the supposition involves no impossi- 
bility, that God sboald impart to any one of oor 
race the power of seeing these active and benevo- 
lent spirits. It is evident that this power wonld 
occasion a great change in the conduct and feelings 
of that man. He would see angels, where other 
persons conld see nothing. Be would he interested 
by the sight, he would wish to form an acquaint- 
ance with these newly-discovered beings, he wonld 
frequently apeab of them, of their employments and 
pursuits. Of course, he would no longer be like 
other men, he would become, in one sense, a new 
creature, and the angels would appear to him w 
much more interesting than other objects, that his 
attention would be much diverted. Hence he would 
be thought a visionary, or a distracted man. Now 
the light of divine truth does not make angels 
visible, but it makes the Lord of angels, the Father 
of spirits, in some sense visible ; it makes him at 
least, a reality to the mind, or in the language of 
icripture, it enables men to feel and act as if they 
MHwHimwlio is invisible. It brings God into the 
cirule of objects by which we perceive ourselves to 
he surrounded, and in whatever circle he 
will ho seen to he the moat important object 
Now, if the sight of angels would effect a change 
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's character, mnch more will seeing Ihe iDGoite 
God. HiK favour nill appear all importiint, his 
>n§;er dreadful ; all otlier objects will, in a measiire, 
lose their interest, and the man will be thought 
deluded, or visionary, or distracted. 



an engaged in some enterprise, for 
Ihe saccess of which he is exceediagly desirous. 
8 surrounded, we will suppose, by a number 
of persons who have it in their power, either to aid, 
or oppose his designs. Knowing this, he will, 
, make it his great object to secure their 
co-operation ; or at least, to induce them not to 
oppose him. Now suppose another person to be 
Introduced into the circle around him, possessed 
of far ^''cater power than any or all of these united, 
to aid or oppose his desi;(ns. This circumstance 
will produce a great alteration in his views and 
feelings. It will now be his great object to secure 
c of this new, and more powerful per- 
if he can obtain this, he will neither 
desire the aid, nor fear the opposition of others. 
Apply this to the case of a sinner, living without 
God in the world. He desires to be happy, and for 
thispnrpose, he desires to obtain those worldly objects 
whicb he deems necessary to happiness. He finds 
himself surrounded by creatures who have power 
eitherto aid, or oppose him in procuring these objects. 

tincipal aim is to avoid their oppo- 
sition, and secure their friendship and assistance. 
Now suppose this man to begin to realize that there 
is a God; a being who superintends, directs, and 
governs all creatures and events; who can make 
him happy without their assistance, or render him 
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FIDENT. 



miserable, in defiance of all their endeavours 
prevent it. Will not the introduction of sucL a 
bein^ Into tlje circle around him, produce a great 
alleralion in bis plans, his views, and feelings! 
Before this, he regarded ereatures as every thing,. 
Now they will appear comparatively as uothiog. 
Before, God was nolhing to him. Now, he will 
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We see maoy who hid high, and seem to promise 
fair for liearcn. They set out as if they would carry 
all before them, and aay to Christ's people as Orpah 
did to her mother-in-law. Surely we will go with 
you. For a time they appear to run well. Like a 
flower plucked from its stalk, and placed in water, 
they look fair and flourishing. Many of their sins 
seem to be subdued, and many moral and religious 
duties are diligently practised. But at length a day 
of trial comes. Temptations assault them — the 
world opposes them, the sins which seemed to be 
dead revive, the efl'ect of novelty wears olT, the 
tumult of their feelings subsides, their little stock 
of zeal, and strength, and resolution is exhausted, 
and they have never learned to apply to Christ for 
fresh supplies. Then it appears that they had no 
root in themselves. They begin to wither — their 
blossoms fall off without producing fruit. 
first grow weary, then faint, then utterly fall. 

Ho depended on himself, and not on Christ ; 
own proaiises and resolutions, and not i 
Hence when his own stock I 




bas nothing. Everyone knows that no stream can 
rise Iiiglier than ils fountain -head. It is the same in 
religion — tlie stream that is to rise as higli as heaven. 
must have its founlain-head in heaven. It niual flow 
from that river of life which issues out of the throne 
of God and of the Lamb, and from that river it must 
be fed, or it will dry up. 

If, with a careful and enlightened eye, we trace the 
path of a numerous church, we shall find it strewed 
with the fallen, the fainting, the slumbering, and the 
dead, who set out in their own strength, and have 
been stopped, ensnared and overthrown, by various 
obstacles and e: 



We mnst not expect that all persons will see the 
troths of religion with equal distinctness, or feel au 
equal degree of joy, on beiug lirst brought from dark- 
ness into God's marvellous light. While some pass, 
in a moment, from the deepest distress and anguish. 
to the most rapturous emotions of joy and gratitade, 
others are introduced so gradually into the kingdom, 
that they are hardly able to tell when they entered 
it. The subject may be illustrated by the diSerenl 
views and emotions which would be excited in three 
blind persons, of whom one should be restored to 
sight at midnight, another at dawn, and the third 
amid the splendors of the meridian sun. The first, 
although his sight might be as perfectly restored as that 
of the others, would yet doubt, for some time, whether 
any change had been etfected in him, and tremble, lest 
the faint outlines of the objects around him which he 
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inctly discovered, should prove to bi 
s of his own fancy. The second, although 
he ini);lit, at first, feel almost assared of the change 
which had been wroog'bt upon him ; would yet expe- 
rience a gradually increasing confidence and hope, 
as the light brightened around him, while the third, 
upon whose surprised and dazzled vision there had 
burst at once the refulgence of raid-day, would be 
transported, bewildered, and almost everwbelmeili 
with the excess of surprise and joy and gratitude. 



1 



I BETWEEN THE CHRISTIAN * 



I 



Suppose you have a child who frequently disobeyg 
your commands, and neglects the duties which you 
require of him, yet if tliis neglect and disobedience 
seem to proceed from thoughtlessness, rather than 
from a rebellious disposition ; if he appears gioi 
penitent, and every day comes and tells you, wit| 
tears in his eyes, ' Father, I ioveyou, I am sorry thai 
I have done wrong'; I am ashamed of myself, and 
wonder that you have patience to bear with me, and 
that you do not disinherit me ; ' yon would love and 
forgive such a child, and feel that there was hope 
of his reformation. But should your child say, or 
could you read the feeling in his heart, 'Father,! 
uannotlove you, I have never felt one emotion of 
Jove towards you, and I have no wish to obey j 
commands;' would you not say, his case is be 
less ; there is ootbing for me to u ork upon, no f( 
iog, nu affection, no desire to do right. 



Suppose yoa wished io separate a quantity of braas 
and steel lilings. tuixcd together io one vessel, how 
would you eSecttliis scparatioo T Apply a loadstone, 
and immediately every particle of iron will be at- 
tracted to it, while the brass will remain behind. Thns 
if we see a company of trae and false professors of 
religion, we may not be able to distinguish between 
them ! hut let Christ come among them, anrl all Lis 
sincere followers will he attracled towards him, as 
Ihc steel is drawn to the magnet; while those who 
have none of his spirit, will remain at a distance. 

Suppose we perreive a number of children playing 
together in the street; we could not, without pre- 
vious Icnowledgo, determine who are their parents, 
or where are their homes. But let one of them 
receive an injury, or gel into any trouble, and we soon 
learn who are his parents, for he immediately runs 
to them for relief. Thus it is with the Christian and 
the man of the world. While we observe them to- 
gether, pursuing the same employments, and placed 
in the same circumstances, we may not be able at 
once to distinguish theoi. But let afflictions come 
npon them, and we are no longer at a loss ; the man 
of the world seeks relief in earthly comforts, while 
the Christian Hies to his heavenly Father, his refuge 
and support in the day of trouble. 



True religion consists in a proper mixture of fear 
of God, and of hope in his mercy ; and wherever 
either of these is entirely wanting, there can be no 
true religion, God has joined these things, and we 



ought b; no menns to put theoi asunder. He cannot 
lake pleasure in those who fear Iiiai with a slafisb 
fear, witliout liopiogin his mcrcj ; because tbe; 
to consider him us a cruel and tyrannical being, who 
has no mercy or goodness tii his aatare ; and besides, 
they implicitly charge him with falsehood, by refusing 
to believe and hope io his invitations and offers 
mercy. On the other hand, he cannot be pleased 
with those who pretend to hope in his mercy without 
fearing him : for they insnit bim by supposing that 
there is nothing in bim which oaght to be feared, 
and in addition to this, they make him a liar, bj 
disbelieT) ng hisawful threatenings denounced against 
sinners; and call in qoestion his authority, by re* 
fusing to obey him. Those only who both fear hi 
and hope in his mercy, give him the honour that 



That the gospel method of justification by faith 
Christ secures the honour of the law, i 
evident if we consider the views and feelings which 
it requires of all who would be justified and saved 
by this method. These views and feelings, taken 
collectively, are called repentance and faitb. Se^ 
pentanco consists in hatred of sin, and 
account of it. But sin is a transgression of the law. 
The penitent, then, hates and mourns for every 
gressioD of the law of which he has been guilty. Bat 
no man cau sincerely hate and mourn ove 
gressioDs of any law, unless be sees and feels that 
is a just and good law. If he does not see this, if thi 
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law which he lias transgressed appears, in his view, 
unjust, or not good, he will hate and condemn, not 
himself, but the law and the Inw-maker. E»ery real 
penitent, then, sees and acknowledges that the law 
which he lias violated, is holy, and just, and good, 
and glorious; that he is justly condemned by it, and 
that he should have no reason to complain of God, if 
he were left to perish for ever. He can say, I deserve 
the curse, and let no one ever think hardly of God, 
or of his law, (bough I should perish for ever. And 
can those who exercise, or those who inculcate such 
feelings as these, be justly accused of making void, 
or of dishonouring the law? Do they not rather 
honour and establish it, by taking part with it against 
themselves ; hy saying, the law is right, and we only 
are wrong. To place this in a still clearer light, per- 
mit me lo throw into the form of a dialogue, the 
feelings which a penitent, believing sinner exercises 
a Dd expresses, when he applies to Christ to be jus- 
tified or pardoned. Let us suppose the Saviour to 
say to such a peraoo, as he did to (hose who applied 
to him for relief, while on earth, What wilt thou that 
I should do for Ibcc '. Save me. Lord, from my sins, 
aad from the punishment which they deserve. In 
what do thy sins consist? They consist. Lord, in 
numberless transgressions of God's law. Is that law 
justor unjust? Lord, it is most just. Why then 
did'st thou transgress it? Because, O Lord, my 
heart was rebellious and perverse. Canst thou offer 
I plea in extenuation of thy sins ? None, 
Lord ; I am altogether without excuse, nor do 1 wish 
lo offer any. Is not the punishment with which thoa 
art threatened, too severe ! No, Lord, I deserve it 
all ; nor can I escape it but through thy rich mercy 
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and sovereign grace. Such is, in effect, the langaago 
of every one who applies to Christ for salvalioa: 
such the feelings implied iu the exercise of repent- 
ance and faith. 



The gospel method of jostilication seta before 
new and powerful motives to obey the law, 
instance, it presents God the lawgiver, in a ne 
most interesting and afl'ectiog light. It shows Iiim 
to us as the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, displaying the most wonderful compassion 
for our lost and guilty raee, and so loviug our reiol- 
led world, as to give bis only-begotten Son to die for 
its offences. Of all the attitudes in which God was 
ever revealed to his creatures, this is iacoinparablj 
the most iuteresting and alfecting. It is indeed 
interesting to view Him as our Creator, our Sove- 
reign, our Preserver and Benefactor ; and 
sacredly bound to regard Him in these charactf 
and love. But how 
see him pitying the so 
against him had brought upon 
ily Son out of his bosom, lo give 
a redeem us from those sorrows. 
im. Now I know that Ihon lovest 



'^ 



with gratitude, 
more interesting to 
which our own sins 
us, and taking bis oi 
him up as a ransom t 
If God saidtoAbrahi 






me, seeing thou hast not witliljeld tliy son, thine oatj 
son from me, well may we aay lo God ; Lord now we 
know tliat thou lovest us, that thou dost uot willioglj 
punish ns, that thou hast no pleasure in our death 
since thou Last given thy Son, tliine only and w 
beloved Son, to die on the cross for our sins. 1 
the gospel method of salvation, bj revealing God % 
UB in this most Interesting and affecting light 
powerfully urges us to love him, to love his law, t 



repent of haviDg disobeyed it, and 
hereafter. 



lan legislators coald write their laws 
npou the hearts of tlieir subjects. Would the; not 
then secare obedience far more effectually, than they 
D now do by all the penalties which they nnnes to 
a violalioD of their laws! If they could give all 
their subjects a disposition tu abhor murder, theft, 
injustice, and fraud, would they not secure life and 
property in the most perfeet manner! Just so, if the 
law of God can be written in men's hearts, if his love 
I be shed abroad in them, if they can be made 
holy, it will secure obedience to that law far more 
eflectiiallj than all the thunders and lightnings of 
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JTATIVE. 



:t is sometimes asked, how it can be right that we 
■hould suffer in consequence of the sins of our first 
parents. In the first place, it is right, because we 

itate their example, and thus justify their conduct. 
We break the covenant, and disobey the law of God 
s well as they. Another answer may be given by 
considering the subject in a different light. The 
angels who kept not their first estate, had no cove- 
nant head or representative, but each one stood for 
himself. Yet they fell. God was therefore pleased, 

en he made man, to adopt a difl'erent constitution 
of things ; and since it had appeared that holy 
beings, endowed with every possible advantage for 
obeying God's law, would disobey it and ruin them- 

ves, he thought proper, instead of leaving us, like 
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tbe angels, to stand for ourselves, to appoint a 

nant Lead or tepresentative to stand for us, and to 
enter into covenant with hiofi. Now let U9 suppose 
for a moment, that »e and ail the human race had 
been brought inio existence at once, and that God 
liad proposed to us, that we should choose one of 
our number to be our represeatative, and to enter 
into covenant with him on our behalf. Should we 
not Willi one voice, have chosen our lirst parent for 
this responsible office? Should we not have said, 
■ he is a perfect man, and bears the image and like- 
ness of God. If any one must stand or fall for us, 
let him be the man.' Now since tbe angels, who 
stood for themselves, fell, why should we wish 
stand for ourselves? And if we must have 
sentalive to siand for us, why should we compli 
when God has chosen the same person for 
office, that we should have chosen, bad we been 
existence, and capable of choosing for ourselves I 



1 




Christ " bore our sins" in the same sense 
the Jewish sacrilices, under the law, were said t 
bear the sins of him in whose behalf they were pre- 
sented. The lamb which was offered, did not itself 
become a sinner, and as little did Christ, our great 
sacrifice, become sinful by bearing our sins. When 
therefore it is said that God laid on him tbe iniqui- 
ties of us all, and that he horc our sins in his own 
body on the tree ; the meaning is, that God laid on 
him, and that he bore, the punishment which our sins 
deserved. Our sins were, by his own consent. 
imputed to him, or, as the word stgnilies, laid to his 
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IB a maxim in divine, as well aa in liaman laws, 
Hial what a man does by aaother, he does by himself. 
jNow in and hy Christ, tlicir surety, all who believe 

! done and suffered every tbin^ which the divine 
3kw, and consequently which justice required. In 
Mm they haTG obeyed the law perfectly, in him tliey 
ksve suffered the curse mliich was due to sin. He 
JHas made sin for tbem, they are made righteous in 
kim, and thus be is the end of the law for rigbteous- 

, to every one that believeth. The law of God is 
More highly honoured by the obedience, and Ibe 
' — '-ce of God more clearly displayed in the suffer- 

, of so exalted a personage, than tbey could have 

I by the obedience or the sufferings of the whole 
baman race. Thus in the work of redemption, God 
Spears to be at once a just God and a Saviour; 
he can be just, and yet Ihe Justiflei of him that 
^lievelh in Jesus; and justice and truth, as well as 
fpercy and peace, will welcome to heaven every 
fsdeemed sinner who is brought there through the 
Tits of Christ. Thus we see that these divine 

ributes, which were set at variance by the fall 
the first A.dam, are re-united and satisfied by 
~"»e atonement of the second. Mercy may now say, 
am satislied, fur my petitions in behalf of wretched 
■an have been answered, and countless millions of 
tat ruined race will sing the praises of boundless 
lercy in heaven, for ever and ever. Trnth may say, 
I am satislied, for God's veracity and faithfulness 
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remain inviolate, notwUbstaadiag the salvation of 
sinners: and not one word tliat be has ever spoken, 
has failed of its fall accomplishmcDt. Jnattoe maj' 
say, I am satisfied, for tbe honour of the law over 
which I watch, hits bcea secured; ain has met witli 
deserved punisliment, the prince of life has died to 
satisfy my claims ; and God has shown the whole 
universe that ho loves me, even belter than he loTei 
his only Son; for when that Son uried, in agooy, 
Father, spare me, and I demanded that he shonid 
not be spared: God listened to my demands rathw 
than to bis cries. Finally, peace may say, I am 
satisfied, for I have been permitted to proclaim 
peace oo eartb, and have seen God reconcilinga 
rebellious world to himself. Come then, my sister 
attributes, mercy, truth, and righteousness, let as 
once more be united in perfect harmony, and join to 
admire tbe plan which thus reconciles us to each 



SINNEHS PARDONED FOB CHRIST'S SAKE. 

It was highly proper that the unexampled bene- 
volence, humility, and other graces which CbrisI 
displayed in condescending to obey, snlTer, and die, 
in our stead, should receive from his righteous 
Father, a suitable reward; and that God shoald 
manifest, in a signal and illustrious manner, his 
approbation of such unequalled goodness, to all bis 
intelligent creatures. But the Son of God neither 
needed, nor could receive any reward for himself; 
for he is the brightness of the Father's glory, and 
the express image of his person, and possesses in 
the bigbest degree all possible perfection, glory. 
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and felicity. Since, tberefdre, it was neceasarj tliat 
Christ should be rewarded, and siucc lie needed no 
reward for himself, his Father was pleased, in the 
DoveDant of redemptioD, to promise him what would 
be to hia benevolent heart the greatest of all 
rewards. He promised him that if he wuald malce 
bis sou) an oD'ering for sin, he should have a seed 
and people to serve him; and that all his spiritaal 
seed, all his chosen people, who were given him by 
bis Father, should, for his sake, and as a reward 
of his obedience, suffering, and death, he saved from 
the guilt and power of sin, he adopted as the children 
of God, made joint heirs with Christ of the heavenly 
inheritance, and receive, through him, every thing 
necessary to prepare and qualify them for its enjoy- 
ment. Thus God bestows everlasting life, glory, 
and felicity on guilty rebels, merely for the sake 
of Christ, and with a view to convince all intelligeot 
bcingi, that he is infinitely well pleased with the 
holy benevolence which his Son displayed, when he 
consented to die in their stead. 



There is more of God, more of his essential glory, 
displayed, in bringing one sinner to repentance, and 
forgiving his sins, than in all the wonders of crea- 
tion. In this work, creatures may sec, if 1 may so 
express it, the very heart of God. From this work, 
angels themselves have probably learned more of 
God'« moral character than they bad ever been able 
to learn before. They knew before that God was 
wise and powerful ; for they had seen him create a 
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world. They knew that be was good; for he had 
made them perfeclly holy and hnppy. They knew that 
he was jost ; Tor they had seen him cast down their 
own rebellious faretbrea from heaven to hell for their 
sins. Bat until they saw him give repentance and 
remission of sins through Christ, they did not know 
that he was merciful; they did not know that be 
could pardoa a sinner. And Oh ! what an hour was 
that in heaven, when this great truth was lirst made 
known ; when the first penitent was pardoned J Then 
a new song was pot into the mouths of angels ; and 
while with unutterable emotions oF wonder, love, 
and praise, they began to sing it, their voices swelled 
to a higher pitch, and they experienced joys nnfelt 
before, O how did the joyful sounds, ' His mercy 
endureth for ever ;' spread from choir to choir, echo 
through the high arches of heaven, and thrill Ihruugb 
every enraptured angelic breast; and how did Ib^ | 
cry, with one voice, G lory to God in the higliest, B|JH 
earth peace, and good wilt to man. ^M 

On no page less ample than Ibat of tlje eternal. 
all-iufolding mind which devised the gospel plan of 
salvation, can its glories be displayed ; nor by any 
inferior mind can they be fully comprehended. 
Suffice it to say, that here tbe moral character o( 
Jehovah sbines full-orbed and complete — here all 
the fulness of the Godhead, all the insufl'erable 
splendors of Deity bnrst at once upon our aching 
sight. Here tbe manifold perfections of God, boli- 
ness and goodness, justice and mercy, truth and 
grace, majesty and condescension, hatred of sin and 
compassion for sinners, are harmoniously blended. 
like the party-coloured rays of solar light, i 



pure blaze of dazzling whiteness — here, rather than 
on any other of his works, Le founds his claims to 
the highest admiralioo, gratitude, and love of his 
creatures — here is the work which ever has called 
forth, and uhich through eternity will continue to 
call forth the most rapturous praises of the celestial 
choirs, and feed the ever t;Iawiiig fires of devotion 
in their breasts ; for the glory which shines in the 
gospel, is the glory which illuminates heaven, and 
' the Lamb that was slain is the light thereof.' 



Would yoa leam the full extent of that wretched- 
ness which sin tends to produce, you must follow 
it into the eternal world, and descend into those 
regions where peace, where hope never comes; and 
there, by the light of revelation, behold sin tyrannic- 
ing over iU wretched victims with incontrollable 
fdryi faDDiDg the inextinguishable lire, and sharp- 
ening the tooth of the imutortal worm. See angels 
and archangels, thrones and dominions, principa- 
lities and powers stripped of all their primeval 
glorj and beauty, bound in eternal chains, and 
bnming with rage and malice against that Being, 
in whose presence they once rejoiced, and whose 
praises tliey once sung. See multitudes of the 
bnman race, iu unutterable agonies of anguish 
and despair, cursing the gift, the Giver, and pro- 
longer of their existence, and vainly wishing for 
annihilation, to put a period to their miseries. Follow 
them tbrongh the long, long ages of eternity, and 
■ee them sinking deeper and deeper in the bollom- 
less abyss of ruin, perpetually blaspheming God 
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because of their plagnea, and receiTing the panisb- 
ment of these lilaspliemiea in continued adilitiona to 
their wretchedaeas. Snch btd tlie wages of sin; 
such the doom of the finally impenitent. From tlieae 
depths of anguish and despair, look up to the man- 
sions of the blessed, and see to what a height of 
glory and felicity the grace of God will raise every 
sinner that repentelh. See those who are thus 
favoured, in unutterable ecatacics of joy, fove, and 
praise, contemplating God face to face, reflecting 
his perfect image, shining with a splendor lilce that 
of their glorious Redeemer, filled with all the fulness 
of Deity, and bathing in those rivers of pli 
which now for ever at God's right hand. Folluv 
tliem in their endless flight towards perfection, 
them rapidly mounting from height to height, di 
ing onward with increasing swiftness, and 
wearied wing, towards thai infinity which they will 
never reach. View this, and then say wheUier infi- 
nite holiness and benevolence mnj not, with pro- 
priety, rejoice over every sinner that repenteth. 



'low 



i 



Do any doubt whether the gospel is indeed glad 
tidings of great joy 'J Come with me to the gardea 
of Eden. Look back to the hour which succeeded 
man's apostaey. See the golden chain which bonnd 
man to God, and God to man, sundered, apparently 
for ever, and this wretched world, groaning under the 
weight of human gnilt, and its Maker's curse, sink- 
ing down, far down into a bottomless abyss of misery 
and despair. See that tremendous Being who is a 
consuming fire, cncircliug it on every side, and 
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■wrapping it, as it were, in an atmosphere of flame. 

ir from liis lips the tremendous sentence, MaD haa 
sinned, and man must die. See the king of terrors 
advancing with f^jgantic strides to execute the awful 
sentence I the grave expanding lier marble jaws to 

live whatever might fall befure his wide wasting 
scythe; and hell heneath.^awningdreadful to engulf 

ever its guilty, helpless, despairing victims. Such 
s the situation of our ruined race after the apos- 
tacy. Endeavour, if you can, to realize its horrors. 
Endeavour to forget, for a moment, that you ever 
heard of Christ or his gospel. View yourselves as 
immortnl beings hastening to eternity, with the eurse 
of God's broken law, like a Darning sword, pursuing 
jou ; death, with his dart dipped in mortal poison, 
awaiting you ; a dark cloud, fraught with the light- 
nings of divine vengeance, rolling over your heads; 
your feet standing in slippery places, in darkness, 
and the bottomless pit beneath expecting your fall. 
Then, when not only all hope, but all possibility of 
escape seemed taken away, suppose the flaming 
sword suddenly quenched; the sting of death ex- 
tracted ; the sun of righteousness bursting fuilh and 
I painting a rainbow on the before threatening cloud; 
a golden ladder let down from the opening gales of 

Fen ; while a choir of angels, swiftly descending, 
exclaim, Behold we bring you glad tidings of great 
joy, for unto you is born a Saviour, who is Christ the 
Xiord. Would you, could you while contemplating 
guch a scene, and listening to the angelic message. 
doabtwbelher it communicated glad tidings? Would 
yoa not rather unite with them in esclaiuiog: Glad 
'tidingsl Glad tidings! glory to God in the highest, 
that there is peace on earth and good will to men. 



It was highly important and desirable that 
gireat High Priest should not only abtaio for us the 
heavenly inheritance, but also go before us, iiithe 
path which leads to it ; that he should uot only 
describe Christianity in his discourses, bat exemplify 
it in his life and conversation. This our blessed 
Savioar has done. In him we see pure and undeDled 
religion embodied, la him, Christianity lives and 
breathes. And how amiable, bow interesting does 
she there appear! How convincing, how animating 
is our Saviour's example! How loudly, how per- 
suasively, does his conduct preach ! Would yea 
learn submiasion to parental authority ? See him, 
notwithstanding his exalted character, cbeerfDlly 
subjecting himself to (be will of bis parents, and 
labouring with them, as a mechanic, for almost 
thirty years. Would you learn contentment 
poor and low condition? See him destitute of 
place where to lay his head. Would you learn 
active benelicence? See him going about doing 
good. Would you learn to be fervent and constant 
in devotional exercises? See him rising fur prayer 
before the dawn of day. Would you learn in what 
manner to treat your brethren? See him washing 
his disciples' feet. Would you learn filial piety? 
Sec him forgetting his sufferings while in the agonies 
of death, to provide another son for his desolate 
mother. Would you learn in what manner to pray 
for relief under afflictions ? See him in the gardiiR. 
Would you learn bow to hear insults and itiji 
See him on the cross. In short, tlicre is no Christ 



and 
noB^I 
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grace or vjriue, wbich it waa proper for a perfectly 
iauoceat being to possess, wliicb is not beautiful I; 
exemplilied in bi« life ; and there ia scarce any 
silaalioD, honever perplexing, in wbicb the Chriatian 
who is at a loss to know how he ought to act, may 
.derive sufflcieot iostrQctian from the example of 
his divine Maater. 



A celebrated philosopher of antiqaity, who was 
■Gcastomeil to receive large suma from bis pupils, in 
return for his instructions, was one day accosted by 
an indigent youth, who requested admission into the 
Biimber of bis disciples. ' And what,' said the aa^, 
• will you give me in return !' 'I will give you my- 
■elf ; ' was the reply. * I accept the gift,' answered 
the sage, ' and engage to restore you to yourself, at 
aome future period, much more valuable than you are 
at present.' In similar language does our great 
Teaeber address those who apply to him for instruct 
tion, conacioua that tliey are unable to purchase his 
instructions, and offering to give bim themselves. 
He will readily accept the gift, be will educate them 
for heaven, and will, at length restore them to them- 
selves, iucoinparably more wise, more happy, and 
Biore valuable than when be received them. 



Does not our friend as far excel all other friends, 

as heaven exceeds earth, as eternity exceeds time, 

, as the Creator surpasses his creatures? Ifyou doubt 

this, bring together all the glory, pomp, and beauty 
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of the world ; nay assemble every tiling that is great ' 
and excellent in all the worlds that ever were created ; 
collect all the creatures which the breath of Omni- 
potence ever summoned into being, and we, on out 
parta, will place beside them our Saviour and Friend, 
that yon may see whether they will bear a comparison 
with him. Look then lirat at your idols; behold the 
vast assemblage which you have collected, and then 
tarn and contemplate oar Beloved. See all the ful- 
ness of the Godhead, dwelling in oue who is meek 
and lowly as a child. See his countenance beaming 
with ineffable glories, full of mingled majesty, c 
desceusion and love, and bear the soul-revirii 
invitations which proceed from his lips. See tl 
hand in which dwells everlasting strength, awayinj 
the sceptre of universal empire over all creatares, 
and all worlds ; see his arms expanded to receive 
and embrace returning sinners, while his beart, a 
bottomless, shoreless ocean of benevolence, overfloiq^ 
with tenderness, compassion, and love. 
see in him all natural and moral excBllence [i 
sonihed, and embodied in a resplendent form, com' 
pared with whose effulgent, dazzling glories, the 
splendours of the meridian sun are dark. He speaks, 
and a world emerges from nothing. He frowns, aod 
it sinks to nothing again. He waves his hand, and 
all the creatures which you hare collected to rival 
him, sink and disappear. Such, O sinner, is our 
Beloved, and such is our Friend, Will you not then 
embrace him as your friend '. If yon can he per- 
suaded to do Ibis, you will find that the one half, nay 
that the thousandth part has not been told you. 
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All the excellence, glory, and beaoty which is 
foDQd ID men or aogels, flows from Christ, as a drop 
of water from the ocean, or a ray uf light from the 
Bun, irthen, you supremely love the creature, can 
yon wonder that Christians should love the Creator? 
If yoo admire an image in a glass, is it strange that 
they should admire the sun by which it wns painted. 
Can you wonder that those who behold the glory of 
God, in the face of Jesus Christ, should be sweetly 
drawn to him by the cords of love, and lose their 
fondness for created glories? All that you love and 
admire, and wish for, in creatures, and indeed inG- 
nitely more, they find in him. Do you wish for a 
friend possessed of power to protect you? Our 
Triend possesses all power in heaven and earth, and 
is able to save even to the uttermost. Do you wish 
fur a wise and experienced friend? In Christ are 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Do 
jroQ wish for a tender, compassionate friend ? Christ 
is tenderness and compassion itself. Do you wish 
for a faithful, unchangeable friend? With Christ 
there is no variableness nor shadow of laming, but 
he is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. His 
unchaugeable love will ever prompt bim to make bis 
people happy, his unerring wisdom will point out 
the best means to promote tbeir happiness, and his 
infinite power will enable him to employ those means. 
In all these respects, our Beloved is more than 
another beloved; for creatures are not always dis- 
posed to render us happy ; when they arc disposed 
to do it, ihey do not always know how; and 



when they know how, they are often unable- Bettec 
is it Ibererore to trost in Christ, than to pat conO- 
dence in princes. 



To all who ere afflicted either in body, mind, M 
estate ; all whose worldly hopes and prospects ba*e 
been blasted liy lossex and disappointments ; all wha 
are weepiug; over the grave of some near and del 
relative ; the language of Christ is, Castyonr burdi 
upon me, and I will sustain thee. Call apun mena 
inthedayoftrouble, andlwill answer tlice. You bai 
found thateartbly friends and relations die ; come the 
to me and find a friend who cannot die ; one who wi 
never leave nor forsake you, in life or death. Yo 
have found that treasures laid np on earth make to 
themselves wings and fly away ;— come then to me, 
and I will give you treasures which never fail, and 
make you heirs of the heavenly Inheritance. No 
longer spend your money fur that which is not bread, 
and your labour for that which satisflelb not, bat 
hearken diligently to my call, and come unto me; 
hear and your souls shall live ; and I will maka aa 
everlasting covenant with you, even the sure menues 
of David. 

CHRIST'S DISPLEASURE AT SIN. 

We read of Christ's being angry bat three timet 
during the whole period of his residence on earth, 
and in each of those instances, his anger was excited 
not by insults or injuries offered to himself, but by 
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conduct wbich tended to interrupt or frustrate his 
benevolent eieitiona in doing good. When he was 
reviled as a man gluttonous, intemperate, and pos' 
sessed by a devil, he was not angry ; when he was 
bufietted, spit upon, and crowned with thorns, he 
was not angry. When nailed to the cross, and loaded 
with insults in bis last agonies, he was not angij. 
But when his disciples forbad parents to bring their 
infant children to receive his blessing; when Peter 
eodeavoured to dissuade him from dying for sinners ; 
and when sinners, by their hardness of heart, ren- 
dered his intended death of no service to themselves, 
then he was angry and much displeased. 

Suppose a person whom yon had found deserted in 
the streetswhenan infant, and adopted and educated 
as yonr own, should, when arrived to manhood, rob 
and attempt to murder you. Suppose him tried, 
convicted, condemned, and confined to await the 
execution of his sentence. You pity him, forgive 
faim, and wish to save his life. Yon fly to the proper 
ttuthority, and after much expense and labour, obtain 
an assurance that if he will confess his crime, he 
■ball be pardoned. You hasten to bis dungeon to 
communicate the happy intelligence. But he refoses 
to hear you, believe you, or confess his fault,' regards 
you with aversion, suspicion, oc contempt, and turns 
a deaf ear to your prayers and entreaties, Would 
yon sot be unutterably shocked, disappointed, and 
grieved? What then must be the feelings of Christ, 
when treated in a similar manner by those whom he 
died to save. Well may be look on them with anger, 
being grieved for the hardness of their hearts. 



Come with us a moment to Calvary. Secthemeek-' 
sulTerer slandin);, with bnnds faat bound, in the 
midst of bis eaemies, sinking under the weight of 
his cross, and lacerated in every part, by the thorn; 
reeds with which he liad becD scourged. See the 
savage, ferocious soldiers, raising witli rude. violence 
his sacred body, forcing it down upon the cross, 
wresting and extending his lirabs, and with remorse- 
less crnelty, forcing through his hands and feet the 
ragged spikes which were to fix him on it. See the 
Jewish priests and rulers walchiog, with looks tff 
malicioQS pleasure, the horrid scene, and attempting 
to increase his suBeringa by scoffs and blasphemies. 
Now contemplate atteutively the countenance of the 
wonderful suH'erer, which seems like heaven open- 
ing in the midst of hell, and tell me what it expresses. 
You see it, indeed, full of anguish, but it expresses 
nothing like impatieuce, resentment, or revenge. 
On the contrary, it beams with pity, benevolence, 
and forgiveness. It perfectly corresponds with the 
prayer, which, raising bis mild, iniploriog eyes to 
heaven, lie pours forth to God ; Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do. Christian, look at 
your Master, and learu how to suffer. Sinner, look 
at your Saviour, and learn to admire, to imitate and 
to forgive. M 
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It has been supposed by many, that the snlferini? 

of Christ were rather apparent than real ; or at least 
that his abundant consolations, and his knowledge 
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or the happ5 conaequeDces which would result from 
his dealli, rendered bis sorrows comparatively light, 
aad altnoal coaverted them to joys. But never was 
■apposition more erroneous. Jesus Christ was as 
truly a man as any or us ; and as man, he was as 
really ausceplihie of grief, as keenly alive to pain 
and reproach, and as much averse from pain and 
suffering, as any of the descendants of Adam, As 
to divine consolations and supports, Ibey were at all 
times bestowed on him in a very sparing manner, 
and in the season of his greatest extremity entirely 
withheld; and though a knowledge of the happy 
consequences which would result from his sufferings 
rendered him willing to endure them, it did not in 
the smallest degree take oCT their edge, orrender him 
insensible to pain. No! his sufferings, instead of 
being less, were incomparably greater than they 
appeared to be. No finite mind can conceive of their 
extent, nor was any of the human race ever so well 
entitled to the appellation of the man of sorrows, as 
:he man ChrislJesus. 

As Christ died for all, so he felt and wept for the 
offerings of all. The temporal and elernal calami- 
ties of the whole human race, and of every individual 
among them all, seemed to be collected and laid upon 
He saw at one view, the whole mighty aggre- 
gate of human guilt and human wretchedness, and 
his boondlcss benevolence and compassion made it, 
by sympathy, all his own. It has been said hy phi- 
losophers, that if any man could see all the misery 
which is daily felt in the world, he would never smile 
again. We need not wonder then that Christ, who 
K it all, never smiled, though he often wept. 



!□ order to form some faint conception of the Ic 
of Clirist, suppose, my Christiao friends, that all 
your toils and sutTerings were ended, and you were 
safely arrived in heaven, the rest which remains for 
the people of God. Suppose that yon were there 
crowned wilh glory, and lionoQr, and immortality, 
listening with unutterable ecstacies to the songs of 
the redeemed, contemplating the ineffable, unveiled 
^^lorics of Jehovah, drinking fnll draughts from those 
rivers of pleasure which flow for ever at his right 
hand, and tasting those joys which the heart of man 
hath not conceived. What would tempt yon lo 

some joomey of . ife, and encounter all the tolls, the 
temptations, the sufferings and sorrows which attend 
it? Must it not be love stronger than death, love 
such as yon cannot conceive of, which would induce 
you to do this? How infinite, how inconceivable, 
then, must have been that love which brought down 
the Son of God from the celestial world to redeem 
our mined race ! which led him to exchange the 
bosom of his Father for a veil of flesh ; the adora- 
tions of angels for the scoffs and insults of sinners; 
and the enjoyment of eternal life, for an accursed, 
painful, and ignominious death. Nothing but love 
could have done this. Not all the powers of heaven, 
earth, and hell, combined, could have dragged bim 
from his celestial throne, and wrested the sceptre of 
<e from bis bands. No, it was love alone, 
nt love, which drew him down; il 
: bands of love that he was led a Milling 




captive, throQgh all tlie toils and sufferings of a 
labortOQs Hie; and it was these bands which bound 
him at the bar of Pilate, whicL fettered bis arm uf 
everlasting strength, and prevented bis biaatiog his 
murderers. 

Unless we coald ascend into heaven, and see (he 
glory and happiness which our Redeemer left ; un- 
less we could descend into the grave, and learn the 
depths of wretchedness to which he sunk; unless we 
GDold weigh, as in a balance, all the trials, toils and 
aafferings of bis life; never, never can we know the 
immeasurable extent of his love. But these things 
we cannot do. None but the omniscient God knows 
what he left, or what he salTered ; none bat the 
' omni8<^ent God therefore, knows the extent of his 



To think of the love of Christ, is like trj-ing to 
conceive of existence which hat) no beginning, and 
of power which can make something of nothing. 
Tongue cannot describe it; finite minds cannot con- 
ceive of it ; angels faint under it ; and those who 
know most of it can only sa;, with the scriptnre, 
that it passeth knowledge. 

The life of Christ was one of self-denial. He 
denied himself, for thirty years, all the glories and 
felicity of the heavenly world; and exposed himself 
to all the pains and sorrows of a life on earth. He 
denied himself the praises and adorations of saints 
and angels; and exposed himself to the blasphemies 
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and reproaclies of men. He denied himself the pre- 
sence and eojuyment of God; and exposed himself 
to the society of publicans and ninners. He denied 
himself every thing that nature desires; he exposed 
himself to every thing she dreads and abhors ; to 
poverty, coutenipt, pain, and death. WheD he 
entered on his glorious and godlike desigD, he 
renounced all regard to his own comfort and conve- 
nience, and took up the cross, a cross infinitely 
heavier and more painful than any of his disciples 
have been called to bear, and continued to carry it 
through a rough and thorny road, till his haman 
nature, exhausted, sunk under the weight. In short, 
he considered himself, his time, his talents, his repu- 
tation, his happiness, bis very existence, as not his 
own, but another's; and he ever employed them 
accordingly. He lived not for himself, he died not 
for himself; but for others he lived, and for otheifj 
he died. 
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How great, how inconceivable will be onr Saviour's 
happiness, after the final consummation of all things! 
Then the plan for which our world was formed, will 
completed. Then every member of the church, 
for the sake of which he loved and visited our world, 
will have been brought home to heaven, to be with 
him where be is. And if be loved, and rejoiced, and 
delighted in them before they existed, and before 
they knew and loved him ; how will he love and 
rejoice in them when he sees them surrounding his 
throne, perfectly resembling himself in body and 
soul ; loving bim with unutterable love, contempUt- 
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ing him with inelTable deligbt, and praising him aa 
their deliverer from aio, and deatb, and hell; aa the 
anlhor of all their everlasting glory and felicity. 
Then^O blesaed, animatiog thought! — he will be 
amply rewarded for all bis suBeriags, and for all his 
love to oar ruined race; then his people shall cease 
to grieve and oDencI him ; then they shall no longer 
degrade bim by weak, confused, inadequate concep- 
ts of his person, character, and work ; for then 
ahall they see as they are seen, and know even as 
tbej are known. Then the whole church shall be 
presented to him, a glorious church, without spot or 
blemish, or imperfection ; and sball be as a crown of 
glory in the hand of the Lord, and as a royal diadem 
in the hand of our God. Then, O Zion, as a bride- 
groom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God 
rejoice over thee. Then shall thy sun no more go 
down, nor thy moon withdravv itself; but the Lord 
shall be thine everlasting light, and thy God thy 
glory; and the days of thy mourning, and of thy 
iour's suffering shall be ended. 

f we love, and prize, and rejoice in any object, in 
proportion to the labour, pain, and expense which it 
baa cost us to obtain it, how greatly mu.st Christ love, 
and prize, and rejoice in every penitent sinner ! His 
love and joy must be unutterable, inconceivable, 
' infinite. For once, I rejoice that our Saviour's toil 
and sufferings were so great, since the greater tbey 
vere, the greater must be his love for us, and his joy 
in our conversion. And If he thus rejoiceth over one 

ler that repenteth, what must be his joy, when all 
his. people are collected, out of every tongue, and 
kindred, and people, and nation, and presented 
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spotless before his Falher'a throne. What a full 
tide of felicit; will pour in upon him, and how will 
bis beaevoleDt heart expand with unutterable 
delight, when, contemplatiDg the coontless mjiiadi 
of the redeemed, he saya,— Were it not for my saffer- 
ings, all these immortal beings would have been 
thronghont eternity as miserable, and now they will 
be as happy, as God can make them. It is enough. 
I see of the travail of my soul, and am satisfied. 



CONDESCENSION AND LOVE OF CHRIST. 

The meanest beggar, the vilest wretcb, the most 
loathsome, depraved, abandoned sinner, is perfectly 
welcome to the arms and the heart of the Savloar, 
if he comes with the temper of the penitent pro- 
digal. To all who come with this temper, be ever 
lends a gracious car; be listens to catch the first 
penitential sigh ; he watches their first feeble steps 
towards the path of duly; be presents them with bis 
grace, hastens to meet them, and while they are 
ready to sink at his feet with mingled shame, con- 
fusion, aud grief, he pats underneath them his CYcr- 
lasting arms, embraces, cheers, supports, and com- 
forts them i wipes away their tears, washes away 
their stains, clothes them with his righteoaaneUi 
unites them to himself for ever, and feeds tliem with 
the breed and water of life. Thus he binds np tbo 
broken rced^ enkindles the smoking flax, and like S 
most tender, compassionate shepherd, gathers the' I 
helpless lambs in his arms, and carries them in Ifia 1 
bosom. Thus by the condescending grace of our 
Immanuel, heaven is brought down to earth; 
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ful majesty, and inaccessible glories of Jeliovali, 
are slirouded ia a veil of llesh ; a new anil living way 
is opened for our retnrn to God ; and sinful, guilty 
worms of tbe dust may talk witli their maker face to 
face, as a mao talketh with his friend. 

Trembling sinner, desponding Christian, permit 
me to take you by the hand, and lead you to Jcsns. 
Why do you linger, why do you hang back ? It is lo 
Christ, it is to Jesus, it ia to the babe of Bethlehem, 
to a. man like youraelves, to the meek and lowly 
Saviour of sinners, that I would bring you. Here 
are no terrors, no flaming sword, no burning throne 
to appal you. Come then to his feel, to his arma, to 
llis heart, which overflows with compassion for your 
perishing souls. Come and contemplate the glory 
of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth, and receive of his fulness grace for grace. 



Fear not, says the Savionr to his penitent, heart- 
broken disciple. Fear not, trembling, desponding 
■oul. My glory, my perfections need not alarm thee, 
for tbey are all engaged on tby side, all pledged to 
Becare thy salvation. Tell mc not of thy sins. I will 
take them away. Tell me not of tby weakness, thy 
folly and ignorance. I have treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge, and strength for thee. Tell me not of the 
weakness of thy graces. My grace is sufficient for 
tbee, for its riches arc unsearchable. Tell me not 
of the difficulties which oppose thy salvation. Is 
any thing too hard for mc.I Tell me not that the 
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favours tboQ art receiving are too 15''^"* for thee. I 
know they are too great for thee to merit, but thej 
are not too great forme to give. Nay more, 1 will give 
thee greater things than Iliese. I will not only con- 
tinae to pardon thy sins, bear with thine infirmities. 
and beal thy backslidlngs : hnt will give thee larger 
and larger measure.^ of my grace, make Ifaee more 
and more useful id the world, render tbee more than 
a conqueror over all thine enemies, aud at deatii 
wipe away for ever all thy tears ; receive Ihee to the 
mansions wbich my Father has prepared for thee in 
heaven, and cause thee to sit down with me on 
my throne, for ever and ever. Thua does Chrisl 
comfort those that mourn, thus he encourages the 
desponding, thus exalis (hose that humble them- 
selves at his feet ; and constrains them to cry, in 
admiring Iranspurls of gratitude and love. Who, O 
who is a God like unto thee, forgiving iaiqi 
transgression, and sin 1 



DEPART FROM HE, FOR I AH A SINFL'L M*N, O LOI 



As our views of our own sinfulness, and of 
ahominabje nmlignily of sin, are always in il 
proportion to our views of the divine purity 
glory, the Christian never appears to himself so 
unspeakably vile, so totally unworthy of the Savlour'a 
love, or so unfit to enjoy bis presence, as at the very 
time when he is favoured with these blessings in ihe 
highest degree. The conseqaenee is that be is asto- 
nished, confounded, crushed, and overwhelmed by a 
display of goodness so undeserved, so unexpeel 
When be had perhaps been ready to conclude 
he was a vile hypocrite, and to give up all fbr l< 
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or if not, to fear that God woold bring upon him 
■ome terrible jndg-meDt for his sins, and make him 
on example to othera— then to see his much-insulted 
Saviour, hia neglected benefactor, bis injured friend, 
■addenly appear to deliver him from the conse- 
quences of his own folly and ingratitude ; to see him 
come «ith smiles and bletisings, when he expected 
DOlbing but upbraidings, tbreatenings, and scourges 
— it is too miiehl he knows not how to bear it, he 
scarcely dares take the consolation oflered him, he 
thinks it must be all a delusion. Even when con- 
vinced, beyond a donbt, that it is not so ; when he 
feels the healing virtue of bis kind physician, per- 
vading bis whole soul, and sees him stooping to 
cleanse, lu comfort, and embrace him, he shrinks 
back, involuntarily, as if the apolleas Saviour would 
be contaminated by his touch, sinks down ashamqd 
and broken-hearted at his feet, feels unworthy and 
unable to look up ; and the more condescendingly 
Christ stoops to embrace him, so much lower and 
lower does he sink in the dust. At length bis emo- 
tions find utterance, and he cries, O Lord ! treat me 
not thus kindly. Such favours belong to those only, 
who do not requite thy love as I have done. How 
can it be just, how can it be right to give them to one 
■o undeserving? Thy kindness is lavished upon me 
in vain ; thy mercies are thrown away upon one su 
incorrigibly vile. If thou pardon me now, I shall 
offend thee again; if thou heal my backslidings, I 
shall again wander from thee ; if thou cleanse me, I 
shall again become polluted; ^thou must, O Lord, 
give me up— thon must leave me to perish, and 
bestow thy favours on those who are less unworthy, 
less incurably prone to otfend thee. Such are often 
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the feelinf^a of the brokcD -hearted penitent ; thai 
does he shrink from the mercy which pursnes bim, 
thus seeraa to plead agaiDst himself; and though he 
desires and prizes nothing BO much as his Saviour's 
presence, feels constrained by a sense of his Tileness 
and pollution to ask liim, and almost wish bim lo 
depart, and leave him to the fate which he so ricbl; 
deserves. 1 

JOY OF COMMUNION W[TH OOD, ^ 

At times, God is pleased to admit his children to 
nearer approaches, and more intimate degrees of 
fellowship with himself and his son Jesus Christ. 
He sends down the spirit of adopt! 
hearts, whereby they are enabled to cry, Abl 
Father; and to feel Iliose lively afi'ectiona of loi 
joy, trust, hope, reverence, and dependence, whicli' 
it is at once their duty and their happiness to eser- 
cise towards tlieir father in heaven. By the infla- 
'ences of the same spirit he shines into their minds, 
to give Ihem the light of the knowledge of 
glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ: causes 
glory to pass before tbem, and makes them i 
measure to understand the perfections of his 
He also reveals to them the unutterable, inconceiv- 
able, unheard-of things, which he baa prepared for 
those who love him ; applies to them his exceeding 
great and precious promises ; makes them to knoir 
that great love wherewith he has loved them, and 
thus causes tbem to rejoice with joy unspeakabia 
and full of glory. He shines in upon their souls 
the dazzling, melting, overpowering beams of gi 
and mercy proceeding from the Sun of rightcousi 
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pyeii then) to know the heights and the depths, the 
lengths and the breadths or the love or Christ, which 
passeth knowledge, and (ills them with all Ibe ful- 
ness of God. The Christian, in these bright, en- 
raptured momenta, while thns basking in beams of 
celestial light and spiendoor, forgets himself, forgets 
bis existence, and is wholly absorbed in the ravish- 
ing:, the eictatic contemplation of unureatcd beauty 
and loveliness. He endeavours to plunge himself 
into the boundless ocean of divine glory which opens 
to his view, and longs to be wholly swallowed up and 
lost in God. His whole soul goes forth in one intense 
flame of gratitude, admiration, love, and desire. He 
oontemplates, he wonders, he admires, he loves and 
Bdores. His soul dilates itself beyond its ordinary 
capacity, and expands to receive the flood of happi- 
ness which overwhelms it. All its desires are satis- 
fied. It no longer inquires. Who will show us any 
good? but returns unto its rest, because the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with it. The scanty, noisy, thirst- 
prod ncing streams of worldly delight only increase 
the feverish desires of the soul ; but the tide of joy 
which flows in upon the Christian, is silent, deep, 
full, and satisfying. All the powers and faculties of 
bis mind are lost, absorlied, and swallowed up in the 
contemplation of intinite glory. With an energy 
and activity unknown before, he roams and ranges 
through the ocean of light and love, where.be can 
neither find a bottom nor a shore. No language can 
utter his feelings; but with an emphasis, a meaning, 
an expression, which God aloue could excite, and 
which he alone can onderstand, he breathes out the 
ardent emotions of his soul, in broken wards, while 
he exclaims. My Father and my God. 



TO CHRISTIANS, IN THE COMMENCEMENT O 

Tes, O Cbrislian, whoeTer joa are, however 
templed and distressed ; however languishing and 
dcspairJDg you may be, the Master is cor 
ualleth Tor thee. He doea, as it were, call theeb; 
name, for he knows the names of hia sheep ; the; are'- 
engraven on the palms of his hands, and he cannot 
forget them. His language is. Where is tb 
that, and the otiier one, among my floctt, who ased 
to watch for the tokens of my approach, and comft' 
at the sound of my Toice? Why do they not come' 
to welcome my retnm, and rejoice in my presence? ; 
Have they backslidden and wandered from my fold!- 
Go, and tell them that their shepherd is come, and* 
calleth for them. Say uoto them, how long will j 
go ahout, O backsliding people F return anto me and'' 
I will heal yourbackstidings. Are they tempted and' 
distressed t Go and tell them that their High Priei 
and Intercessor, one who has heen in all point 
tempted like as they are, and who can therefore b 
touched with the feelings of their infirmities, ii 
and calleth for them to spread their temptatio: 
afiliclions before him. Are they borne down with r 
load of guilt, and the weight of their sins against 
me, so that they are ashamed to look me in the faceJ' 
Tell them that I will receive them graciously, t 
love them freely. Are they carried away by tbeir 
spiritual enemies, and bound in the felters of vi 
au that they oannotcome to welcome me ? Tell them: 
that I am come to proclaim deliverance to the cap^ 
e opening of the prison to them that ai 
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boDDd ; to rescue the Iambs of mj flock from the 
paw of tbe lion and the jaw of the bear. Are 
they oppressed with fears that they shall one daj 
perish h; the band of their enemies! Go and 
tell them that toy sheep never perish, Rnd that 
none shall finally pluck them out of niy hand. 
Are they sluoibering and sleeping, insensible of 
my approach '. Go and awaken them with the cry. 
Behold the bridegroom cometh, go ye oat to meet 

It is profitable for the children of God often to 
reflect on what they formerly were, to meditate on 
their once wretched and helpless condition, to look 
to the rock whence they were hewn, and to the pit 
whence they were digged. Look back then, Christ- 
iaos, to the time when yoa, who are now the children 
of God, the members of Christ, and the temples of 
the Holy Spirit, were tbe enemies of God, the des- 
pisers of his Son, and the willing slaves of tbe father 
of lies, who wrought in you as children of disobe- 
dience ; when your hearts were hard as tbe nether 
millstone, your understandings darkened and Blie> 
nated from the life of God ; your wills slubboro, 
perverse and rebellions ; your affections madly bent 
on the pleaanres of sio ; and when every imagination 
of the thoughts of your hearts, was evil; only 
and continually evil. Look back with shame and 
■elf'abhorrence to the time when you lived with- 
out God in the world, when you drank in iniquity 
like water, serving divers lusts and vanities, 
and fulfilling the desires of the Hesh and the 
mind; casting God's law behind your backs, stifl- 
ing tbe remonstrances of conscience, quenching the 
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influences of the divine spirit, neglecting- tlie holf 
Scriptares, and oomiog to the house of God, rrom 
sabbalh lo aabbath, not to honour him in tbe asseid' 
biy of tbe siiints. or lo learn ;our daly ; — but lo mock 
bim with pretended worship, while your hearts were 
far from him. How many calls and invitationa did 
you there slight, how many sermons did you bear ai 
though yon heard not, how many prayers were offered 
np in your presence, while you, perhaps never con- 
sidered for a moment in what you were engaged, bnt 
sufl'ered your thoughts to wander to the ends of the 
earth. Even then, God was watching over you for 
good, and yet how un^atefully did you requite 
bim, how many mercies did you receive without 
makinf^ one grateful acknowledgement, how did yon 
strive to provoke bim to jealousy, and lead bim if 
possible to alter his gracious designs in your favour. 
A rebel against God, a crucilier of Christ, a register 
of the divine spirit, a slave of satan, a child of wratli, 
an heir of hell ;— sDch, O Cbristian, was once thy 
character ; and nothing, in a human view, wag then 
before Ibee, but a fearful looking-for of judgm< 
and liery indignation. 



When we remember an absent friend, we usually 
I think with deep interest of the place where be is, of 

I the business in which be is engaged, and of tbe lime 

' when we shall meet bim. Christians, you know 

I where your Master is. Yon know what be is doing, 

Tou know that he now appears in the presence of 
, God for you ; thathe ever livcth to make intercesiioD 

Lfor you ; and that, ere long, you shall see him and be 
with bim. Think, then, much and often of tbe heaven 
where he resides, of tbe perfect wisdom, fidelity, aod 
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constancy, witli which he there raaaages your con- 
cerns. Remember that he watches for you while 
you sleep ; that he Uboors for you while you are 
idle ; that he intercedes for you, even while you are 
sinning against him. Will you then ever sin i Will 
yon, while awake, ever be idle? Will you be 
unfaithful, or slothful in labouriug fur him, while 
lie is ever active and faithful in promoting your 
interests ! 



CHRISTIANS, MEMBERS OF THE BODY OF CHRIST. 

Since Christ is the head of the body of which 
Christians are members, he has a right to expect the 
aame services from them, which we expect from our 
members. Now what we expect from our members 
is, that every one in its proper place should perform 
the services allotted it; executing the purposes, and 
obeying the comma.Dds of the head. We do not 
expect that each member should have a separate 
will, or pursue a separate interest, ur act in any 
respect as if it were independent. If any part 
of our bodies does not fnllil these expectations, 
auci yield prompt and implicit obedience to our 
will, we conclude it to bo diseased; and if the 
acts of the will produce no effect upon it, we 
conclude it to be dead, and remove it, if pos- 
sible, as a useless incumbrance. We farther ex- 
pect that our members, instead of attempting to 
provide, each one for its own wants, will depend 
upon the wisdom and foresight of the head for all 
necessary supplies. In a word, we know that it is 
the part of the bead to plan, direct, and provide ; 
and the part of the members to obey and execute. 
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PreciMTy similar are the dalies of Christians, i: 
dered as tbe membera of Christ. No Christian must 
have a separate will, or a separate interest of hii 
own, or act in any respect as if be were an insulated, 
independent individaal. As there is bnt one bead, 
so there must be but one governing, guiding 
and that must be the will of Cbrist. If anj neglect 
to exeeute his will, they are spiritually diseased, 
and if this neglect be habitual, they are spiritually 
dead, and were never really united to Christ ; for his 
real members never die. It is also their duty la 
depend on him for every thing, for the snpply of all 
their IciDporal and spiritual necessities; and 
to attempt any thing bnt in reliance on his wisdom^ 
grace, and strength. Aswell may our feet walk safely, 
or our hands work skilfully, without assistftoce 
and guidance from the head, as Christians can pei< 
form any service without tbe grace of Christ tbdt 
Head, in whom are liiid np all the treasures of w 
dom, and knowledge, and grace. 

THE christian's consolation. 

Christians, a man now (ills the throne of heaveK 
And who is this man? Believer, mark it well, 
is a man wbo is not ashamed to call you brolhet. 
It is a man who can be touched with the feeling of 
yonr infirmities, for he has been in all points templed 
like as you are, yet without sin. Whatever youl 
sorrows or trials may he, he knows by experience 
bow to sympathise with you. Has your Heavenly 
Futlier forsaken you, so that you walk in darknest 
and see no light! He well remembers what he fel^ 
when be cried. My God, my God, why hast tbatt 
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r forsaken me? Has Satsn wounded you with his 
f Sery darta? He rememhers how aorely his own 
I beart was braised when ho wrestled wilh principa- 
lities and powers, anderushed the head or the prince 
of darkness. Are yoti assaulted with vnrious and 
'distressing temptations? Christ was tempted to 
donbtwhether he were the Sod of God ; to preanme 
Dpon his Father's love; and to worship the falber 
)'' of lies. Are you pressed down with a complication 
' of sorrows, so as to despair even of life? Tbe soul 
of Christ was once exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
bdeath. Are you mourning' for the danger of unbe- 
lieving friends? Christ's own brethren did not 
<believe in him. Does the world persecute nnd 
(despise you, or are your enemies those of your own 
household? Christ was despised and rejected of 
'men, and his own relations stigmatized him as a 
madman. Are you aulfering under slanderous and 
i'UDJnst accusations? Christ was called a man glut- 
itonoas, and a wine bibber, a friend of publicans and 
tflinners. Are you struggling with the evils of 
ipoverty? Jesus had not where to lay his head. Do 
.Christian friends forsake, or treat you unkindly? 
Christ was denied and forsaken by bis own disciples. 
I Are you distressed with fears of death ? Christ 
1^ bas entered the dark valley, that he might 
Idestroy death, O then banish all your fears. Look 
t.mt your merciful High Priest who is passed into 
^tlie heavens, and triumphantly exelaim with the 
■''Apostle, Who shall separate us from tbe love of 
( Christ? 

The professed disciple of Christ ivbo desponds and 
kiirembles when he hears his Master calling him to 
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go oa to pcrrectioa, may derive courage and support 
from looking at the promises uf Christ, and at tieir 
author. Among the hlessings promised, you will 
liud every thing which any man can need to assist 
him in arriving at perfection. There are promises 
of light and direotion to find the path which leads 
to it; promises of assistance to walk in that path ; 
promises of strength to resist and overcome all oppo- 
sition ; promises of remedies to heal uh when 
wounded, of cordials to invigorate us when faint, 
and of most glorious rewards to crown the end of our 
course. You will hear Jehovah saying, Feai- not, 
for I am with thee ; be not dismayed, for I am tbj 
God: I will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of iny 
righteousness. Though thou art in thyself but a 
worm, thou shall thresh the mountains, and beat 
them small as the dust. Look next at Him who 
gives these promises. It is one who is almighiy, and 
who therefore can fulfil them; it is one who cannot 
lie, and therefore tcill fulfil them. It is one who 
possesses all power in heaven and on earth; one 
whose treasures of grace are nnsearchable and tnex- 
haastible; one in whom dwells all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily. With all this fulness, faith ii 
solubly unites as. Say then, ye who despond k 
tremble, when you contemplate the almost i 
snrable distance between your own moral charactQ 
and that of Christ ; what except faith in these p 
mises and in their Author, is necessary ti 
encourage, and animate yon in going on 
tion! If Christ himself is perfect, if faith mal 
yon members of this perfect head, if it 
fulness to flow into your souls, then it is must » 
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dent that he can 


and will enable all who cxerc 


faith in him, to 


imitate his example, and flnally 


hecome perfect a 


s he ia perfect. 



Let not the Chiistiait listen to the suggestions of 
indalcDce, despondency, and unhelief; but let him 
listen rather to the calls and promises of Clirist. 
See what be has already done fur those of our race 
who relied ou his grace. Look at Enoeh, who walked 
with God ; at Ahraham, the friend of God ; at Moses, 
the conhdenlial servant of God ; at Daniel, ihe man 
greatly beloved of Godj at Stephen, full of faith 
and of the Holy Gbost; at St Paul, glowing with 
an ardour like that of " the rapt seraph, who adores 
and burns;" and at Ihe many other worthies with 
whom the historian and biographer have made us 
acquainted. See to wbat heights they soared, bow 
nearly they approached to perfection. And who 
enabled them to make these approaches, and to soar 
to these heights! He, I answer, who now calls upon 
you to follow them. He who now offers you the same 
assistance which he afforded them. Hely then with 
full confidence on his perfections and promises, and 
recommence with new TJgour your Christian war- 
fare. Do you still hesitate and linger ! O Ihon 
of little faith, wherefore dost thou douht? Wby 
cast round a trembling, desponding glance upon the 
roaring wind, and stormy waves which oppose thj 
progress! Look rather at Him who calls thee on- 
ward, at the omnipotent arra which is to be thy 
strength and support. Look 1 till you feel faith, and 
hope, and courage, reviving in your breast. Then 
say to your Lord, I come ! I will follow where 
tboQ ieadest the way. I will once more aim, with 
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renovated strength, at tbe perfection which I hare 
long deemed UDattainahle. 

Tliix world is the place for laboar, and not for rest 
or enjoyment, except that enjoyment which ma; be 
Tonnd in serving God. We shall have time enoagh 
in the coming world to rest, and to converse with our 
friends; and it may well reconcile us to separation 
here, if we hope to be for ever with them there. 

The young Christian thinks it would be best thai 
he should be always lively, zealous, and engaged ia 
religion; that he shonld feel faith, love, and humi- 
lity in constant exercise, and be lilce a flame of fire 
in his Master's service. Bnt our blessed Teacher 
thinks otberwise- He knows that the most effectual, 
and indeed the only way to mortify sin in our hearts, 
is to make as hate it ; and the way to matte us hate 
it, is 10 suffer us to feel it. He knows that the only 
way to make us fervent and diligent in prayer, is to 
shew us bow many things we have to pray for, and 
convinee us of our absolnte need of bis assistance- 
He knows that the best way to make as humble and 
contented, is to show ns what we are, and what we 
deserve ; and that the only way to wean us from the 
world, is to render it a place of fatigue and uneasi- 
ness. He knows that there is nothing like the want 
of his presence to teach ns the worth of it ; and 
nothing like a sense of ibe dangerous nature of oar 
disease, to .show us tbe value of au Almighty physi- 
cian. Upon this plan therefore it is, that all his 
various dispensations towards Christians are con- 
ducted, and till they are acquainted with this, the; 
cannot understand them. 



CHRIST UNCBANOEABLE. 

As amid all the vicissitades of the seasons, the 
SDCcesaion of day and nigbt, aod the changes of the 
weather, the sun remains and shines in the same 
part of the heavens ; so amid all the daily changes 
which the Christian experiences from darkness to 
light, and from summer to winter, in calms and tem- 
pests, the Sun of righteoasness still continues the 
same; and it is the same love and wisdom which leads 
Lim lo hide or to unveil his face. But the Christian 
is at first ready to imagine that the changes in his 
feelings proceed from changes in Christ; as those 
Viho do not consider the motion of the earth, fancy 
that the sun really rises and sets. 

Above all, I would say to the Christian, never 
distrust the kindness, the love, the wisdom, and 
faithfulness of your Saviour; but confide in him wbo 
Las promised that all things shall work together for 
your good. Though yon may not now know what 
he is doing, you shall know hereafter. You will 
aee the reason of all the trials and temptations, the 
dark and comfortless boors, the distressing donhls 
and fears, the long and tedious conflicts with which 
yon are now exercised ; and you will be convinced 
that not a sigh, not a tear, not a single uneasy 
thought was allotted you, without some wise and 
gracious design. Say not then, like Jacob of old, 
all these things are against me ; say not, like David, 
I shall one day perish by the hand of Saul; fur all 
these things are for your good, and you shall never 
perish, neither shall any pluck you out of Christ's 
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hand. Wby should you, who are sons of the King 
of heaTen, be lean and disco a tented from day to 
day? Remember, that if you are in the path oFihe 
jnst, jroQ are the heir of God, and joint heir nitb 
Christ, of an inheritance incorruptible, eternal, and 
that fadeth not away. Be not discouraged at the 
small progress you appear to make, or the dillicni- 
ties you may meet with. Why should the infant be 
discouraged, because be has not the strength of man- 
hood, or the wisdom of old age 1 Wail on the Lord, 
in the diligent use of his appointed means, and he 
will strengthen your hearts, so that you shall mount 
up as on eagle's wings; you shall run and not be 
weary, you shall walk and not faint. 

Who is he that waiketh in darkness and hath no 
light? Let him trust in the name of the Lord, and 
stay himself upon bis God. Let him go to Jesus, 
the compassionate Saviour of sinners, who heals tiie 
broken in heart, who gathers the lambs in his arms, 
and carries them in his bosom. Go, 1 say, to him, 
tell him all your griefs and sorrows ; tell him that 
your souls cleave to the dust, that iniquities, doubts, 
and fears prevail against you; that you are poor, 
and miserable, and wretched, and blind, and naked. 
Go to his mercy-seat, where he aits as a merciful 
High Priest, on purpose to give repentance and 
remission of sins ; go and embrace his feet, lay open 
your whole hearts, state all your difficulties, com- 
plaints, and diseases, and you will lind him infinitely 
gracious than yon can conceive ; infinitely 
willing to grant your requests, than yon are to 
make them. He is love itself, it is his very nature 
pity. Have you a hard heart?— carry it to him 
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and he will soften it. Have yoa a blind mind? — be 
rill enlighten it. Are jou oppressed wilh a load 
ofgailt? — he will take it olT. Are you defiled and 
polluted ? — be will wash you in his own blood. Have 
yon backslidden ? — turn unto me, saya he, ye back- 
■lidin^ ehildren, and I willheal your backalidinp. 
Come, then, to Christ, and obtain those intlaences 
of his spirit, by which you shall be enabled to grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of your Lord and 
viour Jesus Chrin. So shall yoor path be as the 
■hinina; light, that shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day. 



How g^eat are the privileges which result From an 
ability to say, Christ is mine. If Christ i.s yours, 
then all that he possesses is yours. His power is 
yoars, to defend you; his wisdom and knowledge 
■re yours, to guide you ; his righteousness is yours, 
to justify you; his spirit aud grace are yours, to 

ictify you; his heaven is yours, to receive you. 

1 is as much yours as you are bis, and as he 
requires all that you have to be given to him, so he 

es all that he has to you. Come to him, then, with 
holy boldness, and take what is your own. Remem- 
ber, you have already received what is most difficult 
for him to give ; bis body, bis blood, his life. And 
■urely be who has given these, will not refuse you 
■mailer blessings. You will never live happily or 
Dsefully, you will never highly enjoy, or greatly 
adorn religion, until you can feel that Christ, and 
all that he possesses are yours, and learn to come 
and take them as your own. 



THE BIBLE ENTIRELV PRACTICAL. 

We may challenge any man to point out asinfili 
passage in the Bible, wliich does not either (eaclL 
some duty, or inculcate its performance, or shew the 
grounds on which it rests, or exhibit resauns why 
should perform it. For instance ; all the precept 
parts of .Scripture prescribe our duty; all the ii 
tations invite us to perform it; all the promises and 
threatenings are motives to its performance i all 
cautions and admonitions warn us not to neglect it: 
tlie historical parts inform us what have been 
consequences of neglecting and of performing it; 
the prophetical parts shew us what these coDse- 
quences will be hereafter, and the doctrinal parti'i 
show IIS on what grounds the whole supcrslrnctare 
of dnly, or of practical religion, rests. 

In the judgment of God there is do more heinoi 
sin, than that of hearing with unconcern his mi 
of love and mercy, Doth not mj word do good 
him that walketh uprightly? It always doei 
Christians often go away from hearing the won 
unaffected 1 

DUTY OF STUDYING THE BIBLE. 



The Scriptures are given to us as a rich 
in which we may labour, and appropriate ti 
selves all the treasures we find ; and the 
diligently we labour, and the more wealth we obtaii 
so much the more is the Giver pleased. As 
cannot be too careful not to pry into things seci 
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Scaanot be too diligent in searching into every 
thiag whicb God baa revealed. And ifne search ia 
the manaer nbicli he has prescribed, we sbaU make 
all the good things contained in the Scriptures our 
own, in a still higher sense. We shall make that 
God, that Saviour, that holiness, that heaven which 
the Bible reveals, our own for ever, our own to 
possess and to enjoy. In short, every truth which it 
reveals is ours to enlighten us ; every precept is ours 
to direct us; every admonition ia oura to warn as ; 
every promise ia ours to encourage and animate ns. 
For these purposes God has given, and for these 
purposes we are to receive tliem. 



We may judge of the stale of onr hearts by the 
earnestness of our prayers. Yon cannot make a rich 
man beg like a poor man ; yon cannot make a man 
that is fuli, cry for food like unetbat is hungry ; nor 
will a man who has a good opinion of himselT, cry for 
mercy like one who feels that he is poor and needy. 

The symptoms of apiritual decline are like those 
which attend the decay of bodily health. It gene- 
rally eommences with loss of appetite, and a disrelish 
for spiritual food ; prayer, readingthe Scriptures and 
devolional books. Whenever you perceive these 
symptoms, be alarmed, for your spiritual health is in 
danger ; apply immediately to the great physician for 



The best means of keeping near to God is tll6 
closet. Here the battle is lost or won. 

If a man begins to be impatient because his prajen 
for any blessing are not answered, it is a certain 
proof, that a self-ri}^hteous dependence on his own 
merits prevails in bis heart to a great extent ; for the 
Jarigoag'e of unpaiience is, I deserve the blessing, 1 
liad a right to expect that it woald be bestowed, and 
it ought to have been bestowed, ere this. It is evi- 
dent that a man who feels that he deserves nothing, 
will never be impatient because be receives nothing; 
but will say, I have nothing to complain of, I receive 
as much as I deserve. Again, when a man wonders, 
or thinks it strange, that he does not receive a. bles- 
sing for which he has prayed, it shows that he relics 
on his own merits. The language of such feelings 
is. It is very strange that I, who have prayed so well, 
and so long, and had so much reason to c^^pcct a 
blessing, do not receive it. Persons who feel truly 
humble, on the contrary, are surprised, not when 
blessings are withheld, but when they are bestowed. 
It appears very strange and wonderful to theni that 
God should bestow any favours on creatures so 
nnworthy as themselves, or pay any regard to pray- 
ers so polluted as their own. This is the temper 
which every person must be brought, before God wi 
:r his prayers. 
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No one needs to be told, that the snreat method 
obtain new favours from an earthly benefactor, is to 
be thankful for those wbicli be has already bestowed. 
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B the same with respect to our heavenly benefnc- 
Praise and thanksgiving are even more preva- 
lent, than sacridces or prayers. I have somewhere 
met wi(h an acconot of a Christian, who was ship- 
wrecked upon a desolate island, wliile all his com- 
panions perished in the waven. In this situation he 
Spent many days in fasting and prayer that God 
would open a nayforhia deliverance; but his prayers 
received no answer. At length, masingon the good- 
neSB of God, in preserving him from the dangers of 
the sea, he resolved to spend a day in tbanksgtving 
and praise, for this and other favours. Before the 
conclnsion of the day, a vessel arrived and restored 
him in safety to liis country and friends. Ano- 
ther instance equally in point, we End in the history 
!ef Solomon. At the dedication of the temple, many 
payers were made, and many sacrifices offered, 
* without any token of the divine acceptance. But 
I when the singers and players on instruments began as 
,'«ne, to make one sound to be heard, in praising and 
'thanking the Lord, saying, For he is good, for his 

inercy endureth for ever; then the glory of the Lord 
descended and filled the temple. The reason why 
praise and thanksgiving are thus prevalent with 
6od, is, that they, above all other duties, glorify 
.Um. Whoso offereth praise, says he, glorillelh me, 
f«od those who thus honour him, he will honour. 

: THE lord's supper. 

i' At the communion table we are in fact assembled 
tte attend our Saviour's funeral, to look at his dead 
J.body, as we look nt the countenance of a deceased 
Ifriend, before the colhn is closed. And if every 
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wrong, every worldly feeling should die away, wliile ~ 
we are conteroplatin^ the corpse of a friend, how 
much more ooght this to be the caae, when this 
friend is Christ. I think it may be proGlahle some- _ 
times to ahnt ourselves up, in imagination, 
Saviour's tomb, and feel as if he were there bnri^ 

At the table of our Lord, eachofiis should n 
lect the persooal favours and marks of kindnea 
which he has himself received from Christ, or throuj 
his mediation. Our temporal mercies, our spiritlif 
privileges should all pass io review. We shonl 
look back to the never- to -be-forgolten time of low 
when he found us poor, miserable, wretched, blind, 
and naked; dead in trespasses and sins, having- no 
hope, and without God in the world. We should 
remember how he pitied us, awakened n 
us of sin, and drew us to himself by the cords n 
love. We should remember how often he has a 
healed our backslidings, pardoned our sins, horq 
with our nnbelief, ingratitude, and slowness to lean 
supplied our wants, listened to our complaints, a 
vialcd our sorrows, and revived our drooping spiiil 
when we were ready to faint. In short, « 
remember all the way by which he has led i 
many years, throuj;h a wilderness of sins, i 
trials, and temptations. Thus we shall be co 
that nosjekly infant ever coat its mother a thonsant^ 
part of (he care, and labour, and suffering, which ^ 
have cost our Saviour ; and that no mother has e 
shown her infant a thousandth part of the watohfl 
tenderness which our Saviour has shown t( 
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Waa Christ amait of sorrows, and acquainted wilb 
grief f Then, Christians, we need not be surprised 
or offended, if we are often called to drint of the cup 
of sorrows, and if we find this world a vale of tears. 
This is one of the ways in which we must be con- 
formed to our glorious head. Indeed, his example 
has sanctified grief, and almost rendered it pleasant 
to mourn. One would think that Christians could 
scarcely wish to go rejoicing through a world which 
their master passed through mourning. The path 
in which we follow him is bedewed with his tears, 
and stained with his blood. It is true, that from the 
ground thus watered and fertilized, many rich flow- 
ers and frnits of paradise spring up to refresh us, 
in which we may, and ought to rejoice. But still 
our joy should be softened and sanctified hy godly 
sorrow. When we are partaking of the feast which 
bis love has spread for ns, we should never forget 
bow dearly it was purchased. 



The joy, the honour, the glory, through eternity, 
shall be ours; but the sorrows, the sulTerings, the 
agonies which purchased it, were all his own. 

RELATIVE DUTIES OF CHRISTIANS. 

Since all Christians are members of the same body, 
they ought not to envy each other. What could be 
more absurd iban for the eye to envy the dexterity 
of the hand, or ihc feet to envy the perspicuity of the 
eye which directed their motions, and prevented 
tbem from running into danger 1 Still more absurd 
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is it, if possible, for one Christian to envy the gi 
or graces, or usefulness of another ; sii 
body, and he mnongat tlie rest, eojoys the benefit 
them. The fact is, whenever God bestows a faTOnf 
on any Christian, he does, iu effect, confer a favoor 
on all ; just as when a man heals, or clothes one part 
of the body, he confers a benefit on the whole. 
Rejoice, and bless God then. Christians, when ht 
honours or favours any fellow Christian, for it is 
act of kindness done to you, and will promote yoi 
present and eternal felicily. 

No Christian should be dissatisfied with bis 1 
if poor and despised, or indulge pride if hononiti 
and prospered. Every one is in that place wblfl 
infinite wisdom sees best for him, and the i 
highly -favoured Christians, are, in many respeoul 
dependent on the lowest. The eye cannot say ti 
hand, I have no need of thee, nor the hand to the 
feet, I have no need of you. If the whole body were 
an eye, where were the bearing! and if the whole- 
body were hearing, where were the smelling! 
now God hath set the members in the body, i 
one as it bath pleased him, and it is the same i 
great body of Christ 

It is incumbent on every Christian to ascertain ft 
what he is qualified, and what service he is called t 
perform, for the body of which he is a member. Ton 
can easily conceive what would be the consequence, 
in the human body, should the feet attempt to per- 
form the work of the hands ; or the hands, the office 
of tlie eye. Almost equally pernicious and ridicu- 
lous are the consequences occasioned by the self- 
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{jnioraDce, vanity, or false raodesly of many Chris- 
tiang. They either do not know their place, or if 
I they do, will not perform the duties of it. Heoce 
some will attempt to perfonn tiie duty of social 
prayer, or of exhortation, or of expounding the 
aoriptares, whom God never designed, arid therefore 
neverqualiSedfor tliat work; and who,of course, c&n- 
not perform it in an edifying or aeceptable manner : 
while others, whom be has thas ijaaliiied, for some 
cause or other, decline attempting' it. Hence it is 
too often the case, that a cbarch of Christ, instead 
of resembling a well-organized body, in which the 
several members know and keep their place, and 
perform its duties ; resembles a disorderly family, in 
which no one knows his employment, and of course, 
there is nothing but confusion and complaint. 



There are some Christians whom it is not very easy 
to love, on account of some disagreeable peculiariiies 
about them ; but we shall love them hereafter, as we 
love our own souls, and they will love as in a simi- 
lar manner. Besides, our Saviour loves them, not- 
withstanding all these imperfections, and ought not 
oar affections to follow his ) If he were now visibly 
OD earth, and we were permitted to stand by his side, 
if we saw him bend a look of love on any individual, 
would not our affections immediately flow out 
towards that person, however disagreeable or imper- 
fect he might be! Such a look onr Saviour does 
bend on the most unlovely of liis disciples. Let us 
then love them all, for his sake. 
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UMVERSAL LAW OV BENEVOLENCE, 

" Not for ouraclvea, but others "—is the grand lai 
of nature, iascrilied by the band of God on ever 
part of creation. Not for itself, but others, does thi 
sun dispense its beams ; not for themselves, bn 
others, do the clouds distil their showers; not to 
herself, but others, does the earth unlock her trea 
sures ; not for themselves, but others, do the tree 
produce their fraits, or the flowers diffuse their fn 
grance and display their various hues. So, not fd 
himself, bat olbers, are the blessings of heaven be 
stowed on man ; and whenever, instead of diffnsin; 
them around, Le devotes them exclnsivelj to his ow: 
gratification, and shuts himself up in the dark am 
flinty caverns of selfishness, he transgresses thegrel 
law of creation — he cuts bimaelf off from the create 
universe and its author — he sacrilegiously convert 
to his own. use, the favours which were given him fi) 
the relief of others ; and must be considered, noton^ 
as an unprofitable, but as a fraudulent servant, wb 
has worse than wasted his Lord's money. He wb 
thus lives only to himself, and consumes the bouof 
of heaven upon bis Insts, or consecrates it to th 
demon of avarice, is a barren rock in a fertile pltdD 
he is a thorny bramble in a fruitful vineyard; he, I 
the grave of God's blessings ; he is the very Arabt 
deserta of tbe moral world. And if be is bigh^ 
exalted in wealth or power, he stands, ioaccBBsiU 
and strong, like an insulated towering cliff, wbi4 
exhibits only a cold and cheerless prospect, intercept 
il beams of the sun, chills the vales belM 
gloomy shade, adds fresh keenness to tb 
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freezTDS blast, and tenipis down tbc tiglilnings of 
angry heaven. How diflcrcst tbis, from the gently 
rising hill, clotheJ to its summit with fruits and 
flowers, which attracts and receives the dews of 
heaven, and retaioiog ooiy sufficient to sapply its 
numerous oBspriug, sends tbc remainder in a thou- 
sand streams, to bless the vales which lie at its feet. 



It is a fact that vigorous and persevering exer- 
tions in favour of religion abroad, naturally excite, 
and are inseparably connected with, similar and 
successful exertions at home. Witness the example 
of Great Britain. While she was reaching the full 
cup of life and salvation to other countries, the drops 
which fell from it, refreshed and fertilized her own. 
Witness the present religioos situation ofonrowa 
counti;. Never, in the same space of time, was so 
much done for its amelioration, never were the 
scriptures so generally diffused among us, never 
were our domestic missions in so prosperous a State, 
never were their endeavours crowned with so much 
success, as since we began to send Bibles and mis- 
sionaries to the heathen. God has been pouring out 
spiritual blessings upon our churches, our towns, onr 
villages and our schools; and thos, for every mis- 
sionary whom we have sent abroad, he has given us 
ten to labour at home. If we wish to obtain grecter 
blessings of a similar kind, we must seek them in a 
similar way. If vice and infidelity are to be finally 
conquered, and banished from our country, the 
battle must be fought, and the victory won, OD the 
plains of India. 
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Trae cbaritj receJTes her inatractiooa, as well 
her exislence. from failb in God's word ; and what, 
faith points to human beings in danger, charitfi 
without delating to propose qacstions, hasten) 
their relier. 

Our houses are built, our vineyards are planted, 
around the base of a volcano. They may be fair and 
flourisliing tci-day — to-morrow, ashes may be all that 
remains. Open your hands wide, then, wbilo thej 
contain any blessings to bestow; for of that whicli 
jon give, yoa can never be deprived. 
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SEE TH*T YE ABOUND IV THIS GRACE ALSO. 



Unless we strenuously aim at uniTersal holini 
we can have no satisfactory evidence, that 
servants of Christ. A servant of Chriat is one who 
obeys Christ as his master, and makes Christ's re- 
vealed word the rule of liia conduct. No man, then, 
can have any evidence that he is a servant of Christ 
any further than he obeys the will of Christ. 
no man can have any evidence that he obeys the 
of Christ in one particular, unless he sincerely 
strenuously aims to obey in every particnlar — for' 
will of Christ is one. 

In conseqaence of their natural constitation, of ^ 
circumstances in which they are placed, o 
absence of temptation, most Christians find it c 
paratively easy to avoid some sins, to be exemplfl 
in the performance of some duties, and to cultirt 
some branches of the Christian temper with s 
Oneman, for instance, enjoys much leisure and hn 
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taste for study: hence tbe acquisition of religious 
knowledge becomes easy to bim. Another is blessed 
witli a mild nnd amiable disposition, and of course 
igulate bis temper witboat much diHiculty. 
A third is constitutionally liberal, and can therefore 
contribate readily to religious and charitable objects. 
A fourth is quiet and retiring, and is for this reason 
little tempted to pride, ambition, or discontent. A 
sixth is naturally bold and ardent. Of course he 
can easily overcome indolence and the fear of man. 
In a word, there are very few Christians, who, for 
these and other similar reasons, do not in some 
respects excel. But the evil is that they are prone, 
thougb perhaps without beiogsensible of it, to attach 
an undue importance to that grace or duty in which 
they excel; to make the whole of religion consist in 
It; and to neglect other things of equal importance, 
the performance of which they would find more 
difficult. Nay more, they secretly regard the emi- 
nence which they have attained in some respects, as 
an excuse for great deficiencies in others; and en- 
deavourlD atone for aneglect of self-denying duties, 
by attending with peculiar zeal to those duties which 

One man, for instance, is lukewarm in bis affections, 
formal in bis devotions, and makes little progress in 
subduing his sinful propensities. But he comforts 
himself with tbe hope that bis knowledge of religious 
Irnth is increasing. Another, who neglects to im- 
prove opportunities for acquiriug religions know- 
ledge, derives consolation from the warmth of his 
seal, and tbe liveliness of his affections. One person 
is by no means disposed to contribute liberally for 
tbe promotion of Christ's cause and the relief of tbe 
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poor ; but he hopes to atone for his deficiency 
this respect, by the frequency and fervency of 
bis prayers. Another neglects prayer, medilatioD 
and comniunion with God, but he quiets himself by 
pleading the pressure of worldly business, and by 
liberal contributions forreligioua and charitable par- 
poses. Thus, as there are few Christiana who do not 
excel in some respects, there are few who arc not in 
some respects exceedingly delicieat. Small indeed 
is the nuniber of those, who seduloasly strive to stand 
perfect and complete in all the will of God, 



Nothing is n 
ians who in many respects are eminently and 
emplarily pious, but who by some sinful imprudi 
or defect, render their characters vulnerable, destroy 
all the good elfecls of their example, and dishonour 
instead of adorning religion. They resemble a 
beautiful and well-proportioned body, which has 
been disfigured by a wound, or which has lost a 
limb, or some member of which is disproportionablj 
large. While in some respects they are giants, 
others they are mere dwarfs. Hence not only 
reputation, but their infiucnce, their comfort, tlu 
usefulness are impaired, and they adorn 
than many others, who are iu many respects grei 
their inferiors, but who are more uniform and 
sistent in their conduct. 
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ex^l 



Christ commands us, whether we eat or drinks 
whatever we do, to do all to the glory of God. 
haps some will ask, how is this possible ? We c 
not be always thinking of God; wc mnst attenAJ 
our business, and provide for our own wants and ll 



ur families. True — but look at a man about to 
send a sbip to a foreign port. As lie purchaaes hia 
cargo, and makes the requisite preparations, he con- 
siders irlint articles are most suitable for tLe market, 
what provisions most necessary for the voyage, how- 
ship is to be rigged and manaed ; in short all bis 
plans are laid with reference to the end of tbe 
voyage. So the Christian, though not always think- 
ing of heaven, should take care that all bis business 
and all his pleasures may forward bis journey thilher, 
and promote his great object of preparation for that 
abode of blessedness. 

CHRIST GLORIFIED IN HIS CHURCH. 

When we look at the snn, we only perceive tbat it 
s a bright and glorious luminary. But when we 
behold the earth in spring, in summer or autumn, 
clothed with luxuriant vegetation, adorned with 
(lowers, and enlivened by myriads of sportive, happy 
beings; when we compare this state of things with 
the rigours, the frost, tbe barrenness of winter ; and 
recollect that the sun is, instrumentally, the canse 
of this mighty difference, and reHect how gloomy 
and desolate our world would be, if wholly deprived 
of its beams ; we have far more clear and enlarged 
conceptions of the value and excellence of this lumi- 
nary. The sun is, then, if I may so express it, glo- 
rified in the earth, and admired in all tbe produc- 
tions and benelicial effects which result from bis 
influence. In a similar manner will Christ, the sun 
of righteousness, be glorified and admired in his 
people. It will then be clearly seen how much 
mercy was necessary to pardon their sins, how much 
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Erace was required to sanctify, preserve, and gloriff 
them ; how mnch wisdom, goodness, and poner were 
displayed in devising and executing tiie wondrous 
plan of their redemption. They will not, Uierefore, 
be admired, but Christ will be seen and admired 
in them. The assembled uniTerse will be read; to 
exclaim, with one voice, How infinitely powerfal, 
wise, and good must he be, who could transforA^-H 
sinful, guilty worms of the dust, into beings I 
perfectly glorious and lovely ! 



HINTS TO CHRISTIANS. 

God commands all men to repeat. Chrisdat 
have enough to repent of daily, and if tbej a 
in a penitent frame they justify impenitent sinners. 

Let your great physician heal you in bis own way. 
Only follow his directions and take the medicia^ 
which he prescribes, and then quietly les 
with him. 



What God calls a man to do, he will carry him 
throuftb. I would undertake to govern half a dozen 
worlds, if God called me to do it; bat I would not 
undertake to govern half a dozen sheep nalesa QtH 
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To a person who had been frustrated in a benen 
lent design — ' I congratulate you, and anticipate y<mr 
eventual success. 1 donotrecollect ever to have suo- 
eeeded in any thing of importance, in which I did 
not meet with some rebulT at the eommeacement.' 



Inppose yoa were to pass over a pit which bad no 
botlom ; would you endeavour to fill it ap, or bridge 



Anticipated sorrows are hatder to Lear than real 
mea, because Christ does notsupport us under them. 
In every slough we may see the footsteps of Christ's 
flock who have gone before US- 
Christian friends, when separated from each other's 
society, may derive comfort from the rejection that 
God is able toesteDd a baud to two of his children 
at the same time, however remote may be their 
places of habitation. 

Every thing we do or say should be immediately 
tried by a. little court within our own breasts. Our 
motives should be examined, and a. decision made on 
the spot. 



Oar best rule is, to give God the same place in our 
bearts, that he holds Id the universe. We must make 
him all in all. We should act as if there were no 
fltber befogs in the universe but God and ourselves. 



As the eye which has gazed at the sun, cannot 
immediately discern any other object; as the man 
who has been accustomed to behold the ocean, turns 
with contempt from a stagnant pool ; so the mind 
which has contemplated eternity, overlooks and 
despises the things of time. 
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If at any time yon haTO enlargement in prayer and 
are favoured wjlli access to the tbroDe of grace, do 
not go away aatiaficd and self-complacent. Pride 
says, ' I have done very well now ; God n 
this.' You perhaps discover that this ia the suggM 
tion of pride ; it then takes a new turn. ' Anoth 
would not have discovered it to be pride, I must || 
very humble to see it thus.' Thus if you contiaJ 
the search, you will find pride, Hlce Ibe different c< 
of an onion, lurking one beneath another to the t 



Praise Christ for every thing. He is the foandatifll 
of every good thought, desire, and affeotion. 
should be our aim to draw all we can from him || 
prayer, and return him all we can, by praise. 

o dkath! where is thy sting? 

The power of death, the last enemy, is destroyed 
as it respects all who believe in Christ. In.ttead'fl 
being the jailor of hell and the grave, he ia 
it respects Christ's people, the porter of paradi 
All he can now do is to cause them to sleep in Jesn 
relcaae their immortal spirits from the fetters which 
bind them to earth, and deposit their weary bodies in 
the tomb, as a place of re^t, till Christ comes at the 
last day, to raise them incorruptible, glori 
immortal ; and reunite them to their souls i 
of perfect, never-ending felicity. 
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Only to be permitted to contemplate sucli a being 
asJebovab; to see goodness, holineas, justice, mercy, 
long-suffering and sovereignty, personified and con- 
densed ; to see them united witb eternity, infinite 
power, onerring wisdom, omnipresence, and all-snfli- 
ciency ; to see all these natnral and moral perfections 
indisaolubly united and blended in sweet harmony 
in a pure, spiritual being, and that being placed on 
the throne of the nnivcrse; 1 say, to see this, wonld 
be happiness enough to till the mind of any creature 
in existence. Bat in addition lo this, to have this 
ineffable being for our God, our portion, our all ; to 
be permitted to say. This God is onrGod, forever and 
ever; to have bis resplendent countenance smile 
npon us ; to be encircled in his everlasting arms of 
power, and faithfulness, and love ; to hear his voice 
saying to us, I am yours, and you are mine ; nothing 
shall ever pluck you from my hands, or separate yon 
from my love ; hut you shall be with me where I am, 
behold my glory, and live and reign with me for ever 
and ever ; this is too muchj it is honour, it is glory, 
it is happiness too overwhelming, too transporting 
for mortal minds to conceive, or for mortal frames to 
support ; and it is perhaps well for us that here »e 
know but in part, and that it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be. O then, in all circumstances, 
under all inward and outward afflictions, let God's 
Israel rejoice in their Creator, let the children of 
Zion be joyful in their King. 
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Von bave, doubtless, often observed that w] 
your minds bave been intently and pleasingly 
pied, you have become almost unconaciona t 
lligbt of time ; nitnates and hoars have Bonn awaf, 
with apparently, nnnHoal swiftness, and the setting 
or rising sun has surprised joa, long before yon 
expected its approach. But in beaven, the saints 
will be entirely lost and swallowed up Id God; and 
their minds will be so completely absorbed in the 
contemplation of his ineffable, infinite, uncreated 
glories, that they will be totally unconscious how 
time, or rather, how eternity passes; and not only 
years, but millions of ages, such as we call ages, will 
be Hown ere they arc aware. Thus, a thonsand years 
will seem to them but as one day ; and yet so great, 
so ecstatic will be tLeir happiness, that one day will 
be as a thousand years. And as there will be notbing 
to interrupt them, no bodily wants to call off their 
attention, no weariness to compel them to rest, no 
vicissitude of seasons or of day and ni^ht to disturb 
their contemplations ; it is more than possible that 
innumerable ages may pass away, before they thi 
of asking how long they have been in heaven, or< 
before they are conscious that a single hour 
elapsed. 

How often. Christians, have year hearts i 
made to bum with love, and gratitude, and admlil 
tion, and joy, while Christ has opened to yon ti 
Scriptures, and caused you to know a little of thd 
love which passeth knowledge. How often has o 
transient glimpse of the light of God's coaDtenana 
turned yournight into day, banished yoi 
supported you under heavy afflictions, and canU 
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to rejoice witL joy nospeakable and full of glory t 
O then, what must it be to escape for ever from error, 
and ignorance, and darkness, and sia, into the region 
or bright, unclouded, eternal day ; to see yoar God 
and Redeemer face to face ; continnaUj to contem- 
plate with immortal strength, glories so dazzingiy 
bright, that one moment's view of them would now, 
like a stream of lightning, turn your frail bodies into 
dust; to see the eternal volume of the divine eoun- 
■els, the mighty map of the divine mind, unfolded to 
your eager, piercing gaze; to explore the heights and 
deptha, the lengths and breadths of the Redeemer's 
love, and still to see new wonders, glories, and beau- 
ties pouring upon your minds, in constant, endless 
■ncoession, calling forth new songs of praise; songs 
in which yon will unite, not as now, with mortal 
companions and mortal voices, but with the innu- 
merable choir of angels, with the countless myriads 
of the redeemed, alt shouting, with a voice like the 
▼oice of many waters, Allelujah, for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth. 

TO THE MINISTERS OF CHRIST. 

Every benevolent person is gratified by being 
made the bearer of pleasing intelligence. The mes- 
senger who is commissioned to open the prison doors 
of an insolvent debtor, or pardoned criminal, and 
restore him to tbe embraces of his family ; the officer 
who is sent by his commander in chief, to carry home 
tidings of an important victory; and still more, tbe 
ambassador, who is appointed to proclaim pardon 
and peace in his sovereign's name, to conquered 
rebels, thiuka himself, and is thought by others, to 
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Iiave received no commoii favour. Shoald God pot 
into yoar hands Ihe wonder-working rod of Moses, 
shoald be commission and enable jod lo work 
miracles of beoeficeDce, lo enrich Ibe poor, to com- 
fort the miserable, to restore sight to the blind, 
hearing to the deaf, health to the diseased, and life 
to Ihe dead ; foa would esteem it a favoar and 
honour, incomparablj greater than earthly monarcha 
can bestow. Bat in committing the gospel to jonr 
care, God has conferred on ^ou, honours and favours, 
compared with which, even the power of working 
miracles is a trille. He has pnt into your hands the 
cross of Christ, an instrument of far greater efficacy 
than the rod of Moses. He has sent ynu to proclaim 
the most joyful tidings that heaven can desire, or 
that earth can bear. He has sent you to preach 
deliverance to the captives, the recovery of sight to the 
blind, the balm of Gilcad and the great Physician 
to the spiritually wounded and diseased, salvation 
to the self-destroyed, and everlasting life to the dead. 
In a word, he cummissioos and enables them to 
work miracles, not upon the bodies, hot upon the 
souls of men; miracles not merely of power, but of 
grace and mercy ; miracles, to perform which, an 
angel would think himself highly honoared in being 
sent down from heaven ; miracles, from the per- 
formance of which it is difficult to say whether greater 
glory redounds to God, or greater happiness to man._ 
Well, then, may every minister of Christ exclaioiwiti 
Paul, I thank my God for that he counted me fi 
ful, putting me into the ministry. 

Though in committing the gospel to their t 
God has conferred on ministers the greatest honi 
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and favour which can be given to mortals, yet like 
all other favours, it brings with it a great increase 
of responsibility. Remember that the more highly 
any one is exalted in this respect, the more difficult 
it becomes to stand, and the more dangerous it is to 
fall. He who falls from a pulpit, seldom stops short 
of the lowest abyss in hell. 



THB END. 
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